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Side One 

Wills: Okay. 

Brooks: Okay. It took twelve to fourteen weeks to 

produce a three-pound bird. So I set up my own research farm, 

see, and then went to the experiment stations and said, " Now, 

y 1 all work with me, see. Help me on this and let 1 s work 

together, but Gold Kist will set up its own farm, " and we had 

our own Ph.D . s, research scientists. So we gradually whipped 

the thing to where we brought, instead of four and a half 

pounds a piece, we are down to one-eighty now to produce a 

pound of meat, less than two pounds of feed. Instead of 

twelve or fourteen weeks, we can produce a three-pound bird in 

five or six weeks today, see. So we've cut everything in 

half. 

Now, what has that meant? It's the greatest agricultural 

miracle that 1 s probably happened in the world. But why? 

Because we made poultry, which was the highest priced meat--

and everybody just ate chicken on Sunday because it was the 

most expensive meat- -down to where it's by far the cheapest 

meat today and the best . It's the healthiest; it 1 s the best 

in every way. So Gold Kist gradually became the largest 

producers of broilers in the world. Now, of course, everybody 

would watch what you're doing and they 1 d jump in to try to 

grab part of the plums, you know. So we naturally had lots of 



folks jumping in, lots of competition. But anyway, Gold Kist 

became the largest producer of broilers in the world. 

Now consequently, we are now selling broilers cheaper 

than we sold them forty years ago. Now you can't--that's 

almost impossible, but that's the kind of economics I'm 

telling you about that I learned and I thought I taught, that 

you do it that way. I've said if the industrial sector of 

this country had been half as efficient as we have been in 

agriculture in Gold Kist, that we would have such a high scale 

of living that you couldn't stand it. Now, I wrote a number 

of economic articles on that, and David Rockefeller, you know, 

who is one of the greatest bankers, I guess, we've ever had , 

I got David to come down and speak at our annual meeting 

several years ago. He was reading some of that, in which I 

said that if the industry had been half as efficient as we had 

been, that the scale of living would be so high that we 

couldn't stand it . He said, " Do you believe that? " I said, 

"I not only believe it, I can prove it. " "Now, " I said, 

" We've been increasing productivity eight and nine percent a 

year." I said, "Industry has been two and a half to three at 

most. " So, " I said, "We're whipping them three to one . So 

they're not even in the race, see ." 

Now, so I'm saying, that's it . Now, if we had had that 

kind of productivity in industry, you wouldn't have all these 

Volkswagens and Datsuns and everything running over you every 

time you walk out in the street. We would have whipped the 

life out of them, see. You don't have any trouble with any 



agricultural supplies coming 

just whipped their pants off. 

see. 
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in from Japan (laughter) . We 

They 're not even in the race, 

What I'm saying is that if you get in on something and 

you do a great economic job, what you do is not only good for 

the company, but it's great for humanity. It does something 

good for the world. So I soon realized that we not only had 

to increase consumption of poultry in this country , but we had 

to increase it overseas. So we started exporting, and we ' ve 

been by far the most efficient exporters of broilers in the 

world . We have just signed an order yesterday, I guess, with 

Iraq with twenty thousand tons of whole broilers and ten 

thousand tons of leg quarters. 

But let me tell you about that . I worked har d, as I 

said, overseas, going two and a half months a year working on 

our markets overseas . Well, we built a big market in the 

Common Market, and Germany was a great market for us, just 

great . Gold Kist just had the markets . I mean, we were 

really bouncing, and suddenly the blame Common Market one 

morning slapped a sixteen cents a pound tariff on us under 

this variable tariff, and then said, "This is variable. If 

this is not enough to protect our own producers of broilers, 

we going to raise it. And when you ship it , we don't know 

what you ' re going to have to pay when it gets here. " Well, 

you can realize that upset me to no end because I had worked 

hard to open that market and build it. 
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So I immediately went to the State Department and tried 

to get them to do something about it. Well, they said-

finally they said they had done everything they could do. 

They couldn't do anything. I said, "Well, you mean I got to 

go back to the president?" I'll tell you about the different 

presidents a little later because, as you know, I have worked 

as an economic adviser to seven presidents. So you're a 

little embarrassed sometimes when your own problems, you've 

got to take it up with the president, but I felt like you're 

representing an industry and so you had the right to do it . 

Well, they slapped this tariff on us , and so I finally had to 

go to President (John Fitzgerald) Kennedy. I carried the 

whole industry in with me . I carried four or five governors 

and everybody else saying this is an industry problem and that 

we need some help . 

So President Kennedy had been well-briefed, but he didn't 

know as well as you do when you're in it every day. So some 

of the fellows said they didn't understand why I stood there 

and just tied the president into a knot. Well, I said I had 

a tremendous advantage of him. He didn't know the industry. 

He had been well-briefed, but I was in it every day and I had 

a tremendous advantage. So after about an hour I said to him, 

"We desperately need you to help stop this foolishness in the 

Common Market. It's killing us and will pull us out ." I 

said, "You've worked hard on opening markets . Now here's one 

you need to open for us. " I said, "We've never asked the 
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government for anything. We've asked for no subsidies, no 

nothing. I mean, all we've asked is that you get out of our 

way. That's all, and we took lots of supposedly impoverished 

small cotton farmers, and we made them the most efficient 

producers of broilers the world has ever known. We've made a 

tremendous contribution to the welfare of humanity because 

we've brought the price of meat down half, and so we 've made 

a tremendous contribution . Now we need some help, and all we 

need you to do is get that door open for us again ." 

Well, after about a n hour he said, " Mr. Brooks, I'll have 

to admit you've made your case, and I'll move on this thing 

this afternoon. " He said , " Now, Chancellor [Konrad) 

Adenauer " --and that's where our big market was--"has done 

nothing for me, but I've done some things for him and he's 

under some obligation to me, and I will move on this thing to 

try to get this open for you ." And I said, "Mr. President, 

that's great . We couldn't ask for more. " 

Well, in about ten days, Meyer Feldman, who was his 

economic advi ser, called me and said the president had moved 

as he agreed to do, and that the German cabinet had voted that 

they would reduce this tariff . But it had to go to the 

economic commission- -they are all part of it then--before it 

was cleared and for me not to disclose it, that it had not 

been disclosed in Germany, or in the economic community, and 

for me not to disclose it. I told him, well, certainly I 

would not. Well, when we finally got it to the economic 
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commission, it was a day that England was trying to get i n the 

Common Market, and (Charles Andre Joseph Marie] de Gaulle and 

England were in a free - for - all fight , and had been ever since 

the war, because, you know, [Winston Leonard Spencer] 

Churchill had a terr i ble dislike for de Gaulle , and he said 

his greatest burden he had to bear during t h e war was de 

Gaulle . But anyway , de Gaulle was just as bitter towards 

England and Serbia, and so de Gaulle vetoed England getting 

into the Common Market and vetoed us. He vetoed ever ything on 

that agenda right down the line. 

Well, that started what we called the Chicken War . We 

slapped a tariff on the French wines and German Volkswagens 

and every other durn thing. We got into a terrible mess, a nd, 

of course, everybody was cal l ing me and accusing me of 

starting the Ch i cken War . I said, "Well, I plead guilty . We 

ought to start one. We ought to tell them something about 

it. " But anyway, I didn't know until later what actually 

happened. 

We had a meeting of some thirty-two companies who were 

exporters who operated over the world, and Gold Kist became 

one of the largest exporters out of this country . Several 

years ago we were the forty - eighth largest exporter out of 

this country of all the companies in this country. So we were 

having a meeting and a luncheon, and we had (Davi d] Dean Rusk, 

who was then secretary of state , to speak to us. So he was 

speaking, giving us fits, saying that--he said the most timid 
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product there is in the world is money, and if something bad 

is going to happen in one of these countries, he said money 

will know it first and start running. "Now," he said, " You 

fellows are messing with money in all these countries. You 

will know what's going to happen long before I do as secretary 

of state, and you've got an obligation when something's fixing 

to blow in one of these countr ies to pick up that telephone 

and call me. " Then he said, " If y'all get in trouble, we'll 

help you." I happened to be up at the table for some reason. 

I wasn't, I don't think, on the program. But anyway, he said, 

"Every time I look at D. W. Brooks I think about what he did 

to me ." 

You see, I was as blank as a sheet of paper. I didn't 

know what I had done [laughter] to him. I had no idea that 

I ' d done anything to him. He [Rusk] said, "When he [Brooks] 

got in trouble with the tariff on his broilers, he came up to 

Washington [and] got on President Kennedy so rough that the 

minute he walked out of President Kennedy's office, President 

Kennedy buzzed me and said to come over here immediately ." He 

[Rusk] said, " I rushed over there, thought we had a war 

started somewhere in the world, all excited and nervous, and 

then I walked in and said , 'Mr. President, what can I do for 

you?' He said, 'I want you to go to Bonn.' " He [ Rusk] said, 

" What do you want me to go to Bonn about?" Then he [President 

Kennedy] said, "Mr. Brooks was in here and gave me an awful 

hard time about this tariff on his broilers ." And he 
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[President Kennedy) said, " I made a cornrni trnent that I would do 

something about it. " He said, " I want you to go over there 

and explain that to Chancellor Adenauer, and explain the 

problem of this thing, and get this thing straightened out. " 

And he [Rusk) said, " Mr. President, when do you want me to 

go?" [The President) said, " Now! " He (Rusk) said, " I had to 

grab my passport that afternoon and fly to Bonn ." 

He (Rusk) said, " Next morning I walked in Chancellor 

Adenauer's office . He was all nervous and upset because he 

thought maybe a war was fixing to start in East Germany or 

somewhere he hadn't heard about . And he said, 'Mr. Secretary, 

what can I do for you?' And he said, 'Well, I carne over here 

to talk with you about this tariff on broilers.' '' Well, he 

[Rusk) said that Chancellor Adenauer was so nonplussed that he 

didn't say anything for about two minutes. And he [Adenauer ) 

sat there and finally he said, " Do you mean to tell me that 

the secretary of state of the United States flew all the way 

to Bonn just to talk to me about chickens! " (Laughter) He 

said, " Yeah, President Kennedy sent me." 

So that's the way that it had happened. You see, I 

didn't know how it had happened--had no idea at all . So you 

never know how some things happen behind closed doors in the 

president's office, in the chancellor's office, and 

everything. But anyway, that's the way it happened. So it's 

sort of unusual--the fact that now Dean Rusk is at the 

University of Georgia now and professor of international law. 
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Well, he still teases me every once in awhile now about what 

I did to him when he was secretary of state. Of course, I 

didn't know what I'd done to him, but it shows you the 

ramifications of how some of these things happen. 

Well now, that, of course, is the story of broilers to 

some extent. But we were--and maybe corn because I said to 

you we got in this corn thing to try to straighten it out. 

Well, now peanuts got in bad shape, and the first thing I knew 

the C&S (Citizens and Southern) Bank here in Atlanta, who had 

helped me get going, called me up and said, "Mr. Brooks the 

peanut industry 's in foul shape, and we're not going to 

finance it. We've been financing it, but we're not going to 

finance it any more if somebody doesn't take them over that 

knows how to run a business, and we think you ought to get in 

there and help us." 

Well, I already had about all the troubles I needed. I 

didn't need any more right at that time. But on the other 

hand, I felt under obligation to the bank, and I felt an 

obligation to the farmers if they were having peanut trouble. 

It was a chance to do good for peanut farmers, I mean, to 

bring them up, which I had done with the other segments of the 

economy . I had done noth ing to peanut farmers . I had done a 

lot for other farmers, and so I felt, well now, I've done 

something for soybean farmers; I've done something for the 

poultry group; I've done something for cotton. I had gotten 
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that one up. I had gotten something for corn but nothing for 

peanuts. So I said, "Well, okay. I've got an obligation ." 

So the biggest outfit in the peanut industry was about 

broke, and they had loans with the C&S Bank . So I decided, 

well, I would take it over. I would buy the whole thing and 

take it over. Well, of course, it was a nightmare in many 

ways. You can realize when something's so messed up, to 

unmess (sic) it is awful [laughter) . It's a whole lot more 

difficult than starting from scratch, see. But anyway, I 

started in and the first thing I realized (was) the yields 

were too low, and I immediately put in research farms to 

increase production and put in a seed operation to increase 

this productivity of this peanut farmer. Like I said from the 

beginning, the way you have a high scale of living is high 

productivity. So the average yield was seven to eight hundred 

pounds of peanuts. So I decided, well, I'm going to put a 

stop to that. I'm going to move this thing up. 

So consequently, I started producing, breeding the seeds . 

I've got (the) most efficient breeders that I could buy 

anywhere and working with the experiment stations too, working 

together. So we gradually moved that up from seven hundred to 

between three and four thousand pounds per acre today, I mean, 

four times. So that what I'm saying is that we did with it 

like we did with everything else, see . We put production in 

there, and we produced the most--the experiment station first 

produced the finest seed, and we sold that, but then we 
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produced the finest seed, and now it's the finest seed in the 

market, see, by far, what we call GK-7. It ' s the greatest 

seed that's ever been developed in peanuts. 

So that we worked both ways. All we were interested in 

was getting the job done . If the experiment station gets it 

done, great! But if they don't do it, maybe we can do it, 

see. Consequently, working together , we've done a fabulous 

job. So we made now in addition to that. . . . I don ' t know 

whether I ought to move off of economics into politics or not, 

but let me say this : the fact that I was trained as an 

economist, I helped write or wrote lots of the farm bills . 

Steve [Stephen] Pace [Jr.) was a congressman from here in 

Georgia, and he was really the leader of the House up there. 

So I would write the bills and Steve would crank them off in 

the House, and then Senator [Richard Brevard) Russell (Jr . ) 

would pick them up in the Senate, and we could get them 

through. 

Well, I got in a rile one time with Congressman Pace 

about what a bill said and what it was. He said, " I guess I 

ought to know. I passed it. " I said, "Yeah, that's exactly 

right, but," I said, " I wrote it. " (Laughter) I said, " If 

you will get that bill and read it, " I said , "Call your 

secretary"--I was in his office-- "and bring it out and let me 

read it. " He read it and he said, " I' 11 be durned . " He said, 

"That's all in it. " I said, " Yeah. " [Laughter) I said, 

" Now , when you write one, you write every word very carefully, 
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and the economists-- I have to write every word real, real 

carefully. " 

So we got peanuts really into the program, and it's by 

far the most profitable program that farmers have got, anyway, 

in the government, and it's not costing the government any 

money. We got it into the consumer end of this thing , see, 

which is a whole new idea of how you do this farm problem, 

see, and except for that we'd be sure enough bankrupt in 

Georgia today . But, boy, peanuts is you put peanuts and 

broilers together and we've about got it in Georgia, for 

example. Except for those two programs we'd be dead, see. So 

consequently I was heavily involved in trying to work the 

economics through in these things, and the way you do (it] is 

you get high productivity to begin with, and then you do a 

good marketing job to get all the money there is in it. Then 

when you do those two things the chances are the farmer is 

going to survive, see . He ' s got at least a prayer to survive 

1n that kind of a pattern. 

Gold Kist, of course, worked hard on exports. Now, I 

might say this: that in recent years we are having real 

troubles because the Common Market, for example, put very high 

prices when they put us out. They put, like in the case of 

broilers, sixteen cents a pound to get in. Well, they put 

that so that it greatly increased productivity in the Common 

Market because they had extremely high prices. How they got 

the consumer to pay for it I don't know, but they got them to 
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do it. They finally produced too much of certain things, and 

they started to subsidize their exports out. They not only 

took their domestic market away from us, but they started 

taking some of a third country market, and we've had a real 

rile recently on this subsidy deal, see. They have taken lots 

of the markets away from Gold Kist, but we have sold lots of 

stuff. We have gotten into lots of problems. 

While we are in poultry, I might say that to give you an 

illustration of the largest sale that was probably ever made 

in the history of the world was poultry. We sold [to) the 

Russians, and it's not easy to sell the Russians, but we know 

how to sell [to) Russians. We sold them one sale of broilers, 

eighty-eight million dollars worth of broilers in one sale! 

Eighty-eight million dollars, fifty-one million broilers in 

one sale. Now, of course, we thought well, we've got it made 

now, but that was during the (James Earl] Carter (Jr.] 

administration and that happened right as he slapped this 

embargo on Russia on account of the Afghanistan thing. 

I was supposed to be one of his economic advisers, but he 

didn't ask any advice. All he did was call me to come up 

there, and he'd already done it and he asked me what did I 

think. I said, "I think you've played the devil. No good, 

it's not going to do any good. Psychologically it might help, 

but economically it's not worth a dime, and you're doing lots 

of damage." Well consequently, we already had lots of those 

broilers in Russian bags. We had them at the port, had ships 
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coming in to take them in with them, and all that went out the 

drain. We lost twenty one million dollars in that one throw. 

Now, everybody else got their money back, but we n ever did get 

ours back. We finally got six million dollars recently. 

Now, he tells me now, President Carter , that t hat bothers 

him more than anything (that) happened during his 

administration . But I blew the roof off, and I felt l ike that 

I had talked to everybody that was in Washington, and all they 

ever told us was they [Gold Kist) fell through the crack . 

Now, that ' s not a very good explanation of why you lost twenty 

one million dollars , but that's all the explanation we ever 

got: you fell through the cracks . But I'm saying that in 

order to say that everything's not always peaceful and 

excellent, that you run into all sorts of complications . 

But we've exported lots of broilers all over the world 

from one end to the other, and it's been a good market for us . 

We know how to do it. We know how to handle it. Even in the 

Moslem countries, we know how to do everything that you've got 

to go through to do that, see. We've shipped lots of stuff to 

Egypt, for example . Now , as I said, we've got some going to 

Iraq . So we know how to do these things. We've l earned how 

to do them, and we've worked at export diligent ly at Gold 

Kist. So we know what we're doing, and in that way it has 

created a good market for us because the average person in 

business [in the) United States knows very little about the 

export market . They don ' t know anything about exchange rules 
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or regulations or anything else, so they are lost. So we are, 

we think, at least as good or better than anybody else in that 

field. 

Now, we've also been very efficient producers. We're, I 

think--well, we know from the record, we are by far the most 

efficient producers of broilers of any company in the 

business. We became the largest and also the most efficient, 

but at the same time we got some people who are in it who have 

done well, too. They're smart and very competitive. They've 

done a great job, but some of them have gone into bankruptcy, 

too . They've gone broke. So it hasn't always worked out too 

good, whereas we've done remarkably well through all the 

years . We've done real well with it . 

From an economic standpoint, of course, we now have the 

problem that drought has given us lots of trouble in this part 

of the world, and we might have to change some more patterns 

of agriculture, and Gold Kist needs to be in the middle of 

that. I mean, we've got to think up some new things. We 

brought soybeans into this area, which was desperately needed, 

and it did wonderfully well until (Richard Milhous] Nixon 

embargoed soybeans to Japan and just blew us completely out of 

the water. The Japanese went to Brazil and put up all the 

capital to build a tremendous soybean operation down there to 

help put us out of business . So the government has messed up 

lots of things for us after we have worked hard to do them, 
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and so it has affected us in soybeans here and the drought 

together has created some real problems for us . 

So we've got to take another look and see--and we brought 

broilers in. We took peanuts and run them up four times. Now 

Gold Kist needs to think up some new things now. What can we 

do now to run this income of these farmers up? What can we 

do? We're supposed to have brains and economic ideas and how 

we do it, and so we got to think up some new income things for 

farmers in this part of the world. We need to do that. 

Now, as you know, I've been heavily involved with the 

different presidents . Gold Kist got to be quite prominent, I 

mean, in the agricultural world. So lots of peop l e felt that 

I had somehow unusual economic ideas, abilities . So 

consequently, the first thing I knew the president got to 

putting me on boards to help in Washington. President [Harry 

S] Truman put me on the War Mobilization Board. Now President 

Truman was not very popular in the South. He had some inte

gration ideas and everything that didn't fit down here, but he 

had lots of brilliance , too. 

So I get a telegram one morning saying, one day, saying 

he wanted me to report to the White House, or he called me, I 

forgot which . Report to the White House the next day at nine 

o'clock, and so I went up there. 

to do this war mobilization job. 

He said that we are supposed 

Charlie [Charles Edward] 

Wilson was chairman of the board . That's General Electric 

Charlie. There were two Charlies that were chairmen . Later 



17 

Charlie [Charles Erwin] Wilson, chairman of General Motors, 

was, but the first one, and the one who really fought the 

first world war and on into the Korean War was Charlie Wilson, 

General Electric. Well, I get the telegram and I report . You 

don't have much choice when somebody tells you to do something 

in war, and so I reported. 

Well, President Truman, I soon realized, had unusual 

ability. I mean, he was not given credit for his ability, 

really, and he had had to make impossible decisions. You take 

a fellow that had to decide to drop the atomic bomb, for 

example, and had to decide to go into Korea to try to stop 

Russian expansion, the communist expansion in the world, and 

they intended to take the world over. They started out to 

take it over . You realize that those were terrible decisions 

that he had to make, but he had the ability to dig through and 

take them. 

But you have some amusing things that happened along with 

very serious things. I happened to be alphabetically first on 

the board, so the president always sat here and I sat to his 

right. Well, some of my friends who didn't like him found out 

about that and said, " You're not only up there with the blame 

fellow, you're his right-hand man ." (Laughter] So I had to 

admit I was his right-hand man. But I had great admiration 

for him . He could dig in and he had the right attitude. To 

show you, for example, sometimes we would get into things that 

were terrible politically, but he would not flinch an inch . 
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He said, " Now, if that's what it takes to win the war, you go 

ahead and do it. " [He) said, "That's all right. I'll handle 

the politics. You just. . . . " They were terribly disruptive 

things, you know, very unpopular, and he was going to have to 

bear the brunt of lots of it. So he impressed me as being a 

very responsible president, and so I got to where I liked the 

fellow personally as well as the president. 

Now, you have some unusual experiences. I remember one 

time we were talking on something that was very complex . See, 

we met in the Cabinet Room there all the time, and his office 

was at the end of the Cabinet Room, the Oval Office is. So he 

had to leave to go in the Oval Office for something and then 

he carne back, and we were working on this problem. We hadn't 

solved it when he left, and while he was gone we figured about 

how we could do it. So when he carne back, Charlie Wilson 

explained to him, said , " Mr. President, while you were gone we 

kept working on this problem and we think we've got a possible 

answer. Now, let me tell you what we think," and he told him. 

The president sat there and thought awhile and he said, " Well, 

that will work, won't it? " He said, "That's great. " And he 

said--there were sixteen of us on the board--said, " I always 

did say that sixteen good heads was better than a pumpkin 

head," [laughter) pointing to himself. So he had great 

humility, I mean, behind him. 
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But one of the funny things that happened one day . 

somebody was saying something that we were going to have to 

do. And normally . (Cut off) 

End of Side One 

Side Two 

Brooks: And the daughter, [Mary] Margaret [Truman), was 

the greatest thing in his life, and she had tried to sing and 

she had put on a concert there in Washington with Drew [Andrew 

Russel l ) Pearson or somebody, I forgot who it was. One of the 

critics said she couldn't sing. Well now, he had written a 

letter (laughter) and called the fellow everything in the 

letter, and that had just come out in the paper, see, the day 

before all this was happening. So when he was saying for us 

to crack down, to pay no attention to the politics, that he 

would handle it just like water running off a duck's back, and 

then he finally caught himself. He said, "Well, I do guess I 

get upset if people talk about members of my family. " 

[Laughter] So everybody sort of grinned around the board, you 

know, but showing you he was very human, you know. 

But he would tell about his meetings with (Joseph] 

Stalin, you know. Stalin, he would--I remember one time, it 

came out later in something. Somewhere I read it or heard it. 

He was talking about Stalin. They were sitting there and 

Stalin was puffing on his pipe, and somebody brought up 

something in the meeting about what they ought to do, and then 

some fellow says, "Well , that would be very unpopular with the 
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Pope. " And he said all Stalin said , "Well, how many divisions 

does the Pope have? " [Laughter ] That was the only question 

he wanted the know, how many divisions he had . So as far as 

Stalin was concerned everything was how many divisions you had 

to put into the fight, see . 

But Churchill was one person I have had the privilege, 

having worked with many presidents who I will descri be later, 

I have had a chance to meet lots of the top people of the 

world. Churchill was one person that I never did have a 

chance to sit down with personally that I always had the great 

desire. Now, when he would come over, he would talk with 

Charlie Wilson, a nd Charlie would tell us that, said Churchill 

had a great advantage of him. He said Churchill would sit 

there all day long wanting war material, you know, working on 

Charlie to get more material, and he's sipping scotch and 

soda. He [Wilson ] said he [Churchill] had a va l et with him, 

and when he would get down about to the bottom he'd call the 

valet and say, " It is diluted . It's diluted. " He [Wilson] 

said the valet then would fill it up again. Now Charlie said, 

" I didn ' t have any scotch and soda so he had a real advantage 

of me. He was fired up all day long, grabbing more 

materials ." And said , " I was down there trying to get out as 

best I could. " So it was sort of funny, but Churchill, of 

course, was the great person, I guess , of that century, but he 

must have had a great constitution, being able to drink scotch 
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and soda that way. He was taking it right along. But anyway 

. you did lots of unusual things during the war period. 

I got very much upset with Drew Pearson. He got to 

writing articles about what I had done on the war board, that 

I was saying that they weren't doing things right, that I was 

trying to straighten out some things on the war board, which 

left the impression that I was leaking out of the war board, 

which I was not. So I finally wrote him a letter and told him 

if he said anything more about me I was going to sue him 

because I had not leaked a word, I mean, not one word. Well, 

sometimes these people trying to find out what's going on, 

they'll accuse you of something. Then if you deny it 

sometimes they'll find out what actually did happen, see, and 

so you have to be very careful of that, because sometimes some 

of these news reports coming out of the war board or anything 

are entirely wrong, and yet you dare not to correct it because 

if you do you disclose what actually did happen, see. So you 

have to be very careful in a situation of that kind. But 

anyway, you go through some of that and hope that everything 

comes through. 

Well, I think one of the most terrible experiences during 

that--I was not on the board when we developed the bomb . It 

was already going when I got on the board, but I was there 

when we developed the guided missile. I remember quite well 

the day that all the generals came in to brief us, see, and 

they had the pictures of the guided missile, and they put it 
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on the screen in the cabinet room of the White House. Finally 

they said to us, " Now, we can control this thing and we can 

kill every man, woman, and child on the earth now. We can put 

it down. We can kill every man, woman, and child on this 

earth. " 

So you can realize what a shock that was because the 

history of mankind had been a history of war. We'd always 

been trying to kill each other all these centuries, and now 

finally we had a weapon that could do it . They could kill 

everybody, kill the whole works. So you begin to think, well, 

that's no answer at all. I mean, that's the last answer you 

want because you are going to destroy the world, destroy 

humanity, that you don't want to do it that way, and yet that 

you had that sitting there before you . Well, you could 

realize that sixteen of us sitting there, the impact it had. 

Of course, that was the first disclosure that we'd ever had 

that we had a way to deliver that atomic bomb without flying 

it over because if you had to fly it over , somebody could 

shoot your plane down, but they couldn't shoot these guided 

missiles down . Now you could get through, see, and you could 

kill them all. 

The impact it had, I think, was just almost unbelievable, 

realizing that mankind had to make a complete about- face . We 

had to turn this thing around. Otherwise, we were doomed and 

the impact--you realize for the first time in the history of 

mankind that suddenly you had not only the weapon, but you had 
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the means to deliver that weapon to kill every man, woman, and 

child on this earth . Well, that was a tremendous impact . I 

mean, you begin to think , oh my Lord, how do we handle this 

one, see, and I thought lots about it through the years. 

Dr. [Glenn Theodore) Seaberg, who was head of the Atomic 

Energy Commission back then and one of the most brilliant 

scientists we've ever had--still living. I believe he's a 

professor out at the University of California now, but he 

discovered more weapons--! mean more elements than any man in 

the history of mankind. Somebody said they asked him one time 

what his profession was. (He) said, " Discovering elements. " 

(Laughter) But anyway, he'd discovered more elements than 

anybody. He was given the Nobel Prize. He was a great Nobel 

Prize winner . 

Well, having been on the War Board and [with) Senator 

Russell, chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee, I 

was able to get him to come down. I've been on the board , 

Emory [University) board, for over thirty years, and I was 

chairman of the Committee of One Hundred for the school of 

theology at Emory. So we had the fiftieth anniversary of the 

school of theology, and so I wanted to get a great speaker for 

that event. I was finally able to get Dr. Seaberg to come 

down to speak. He's head of the Atomic Energy Commission. 

(He) made a great talk, one of the most wonderful talks I've 

ever heard. 
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I sat down and visited with him before and after the 

talk, and I was with him for awhi l e there. I told him, I 

said, " Young in life I did lots of scientific work mysel f , as 

well as economics. " I told him about that experience I had 

living in a Presbyterian horne where they were scared to death 

I was going to become an atheist . I said, " Now you're one of 

the greatest scientists the world has ever known. Now what 

has been your experience? " He said, "Exactly the same as 

yours. " He said, "The more I learned, the more faith I had. " 

Now, I had an unusual experience : I ran into him in the 

Grand Hotel in Taiwan after this, after I had gotten him to 

Emory. That hotel is one of the most beautiful hotels in the 

world . Madame (Mei-l ing Soong) Chiang owned the hotel . He 

[Seaberg ) had a group of congressmen and senators with him, 

many of whom I knew personally, and so I went over and spoke 

to him, and I told him again I wanted to thank him again, how 

grateful we were that he would take his time--the fellow who 

headed the whole Atomic Energy Commission--to come and speak 

to a group of ministers. Well, when I did that some of these 

congressmen and senators started teasing him. They said, 

" What are you doing down there talking to a bunch of preachers 

when you got all the atomic bombs in your pocket, see? " 

He turned to them very seriously and said, "Well, as 

little as you think about it, I think there's a real 

connection ." He said , " I've been convinced for a long time 

that we are either going to bring Christianity to the world, 
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Now which one do 

you think we ought to bring? " Well, now that calmed that 

crowd right quick. I'm telling you, it calmed them right 

down . But anyway, you go through lots of that in working with 

the different presidents. 

Now President Truman, of course, finally went out . So I 

would go to Kansas City sometimes , and I would go out and 

visit with him after he was president. In fact, I got him 

lined up to come and speak to our annual meeting at Gold Kist. 

I had it all set and then right at the last he got involved in 

a motion picture deal and had to cancel out on me. I got some 

correspondence. You'll see some of the correspondence here 

from him on that. But anyway, so we had to do that . But I 

was out there talking with him once, and I'm sure Kennedy was 

calling him because his secretary was just having a 

hemorrhage, saying, " Mr. President, this is a very urgent 

call, you must . " He said, "Mr. Brooks and myself here 

are fighting the war again. Now, we're reminiscing. I 

haven't got time to talk to anybody . You just tell him to 

wait." [Laughter ) I'm sure it was President Kennedy that was 

calling him just having a hemorrhage, but we sat there and 

fought the war again though, see. 

Well, it's funny, the last time I saw him I was going to 

the airport and had WSB on, and I heard them say he was 

passing through Atlanta and going somewhere, and he was having 

to change planes. Well, I got to the airport about thirty 
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minutes early, so I decided I'd go and speak to him . Well , I 

got there. He'd already gone on the plane, and I told them I 

knew the president well. Could I go on the plane? Well, they 

said okay . So I went in and he was sort of low of stature, 

you know, and I looked around and I couldn't see him at first. 

He saw me and hollered, " Hey, Brooks! " So I went back and got 

to talking with him . So I said, " Mr. President, how are you 

getting along? " He said, "I'm doing real well if I could stop 

these damn reporters. " [Laughter) He said, "They all want me 

to say something that they can blow up and put in the 

newspaper. " He was really quite funny, you know, but he was 

still just as snappy as ever. 

I've lived long enough now to see other people begin to 

greatly appreciate him [President Truman)--even other 

Presidents- -even some of the Republican presidents have had 

his picture in their room, see . So they appreciate that he 

had the knack of making decisions , and you never misunderstood 

when he made one. You understood exactly what he said. He 

used very plain language . 

that he was talking about, 

You could understand every word 

and he had the knack of making 

decisions. He dug in. He didn't do it casually. He dug it 

1n and when he got all the facts , then he made the decision. 

So I had lots of experiences with him that were very pleasant 

in a very unpleasant circumstance: war. So I realized that he 

had lots on the ball. He had lots of courage at times. I 
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mean, he had the courage to do wh a t he thought was right . I 

keep thinking of t h ings that happened. 

But I remember one time talking with--he had a fellow, 

[James?) Webb, who finally was head of this program down at 

Florida that you have under [ Lyndon Baines) Johnson, but Webb 

was his assistant back then, a brilliant fellow , very able. 

But Truman had apparently indicated that something - -maybe he 

thought he could support a bill . Then the way they amended 

it, [they ) got it all messed up . Well, he decided he was 

going to veto it. Well, Webb was in there saying to him, "Mr. 

President, they might impeach you !" [Laughter) Well, Truman, 

you know, he used rather rough language, you know. He said , 

" You know and I know this ain ' t worth a damn, and I'm going to 

veto it! I don't care what they do . Just let them do what 

they are going to do. " [Laughter) 

So he was, I mean, a very positive kind of fellow, see. 

I mean , once he made up his mind that that's the way i t ought 

to be, he had the courage to go through with it . He went 

through and got it done, and so I was really quite an admirer, 

I guess, of him, and I supported him. I mean, I voted for 

him . [Thomas Edmund) Dewey, I didn't think, had that much on 

the ball, frankly , and I voted for him [Truman ] and I 

supported him . I thought he had lots of merit. There are 

other things I'll keep thinking about happening, you know . 

You get to reminiscing and you think of a whole lots of things 
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that happened during the period of time. It ' s about time we 

ought to go to lunch . 

Wills: All right. 

Brooks: 

(Cut off) 

So if we're signed off, we'll go to . 

Wills: Well, Mr. Brooks, we ' ve heard a lot about how you 

went from a young person on the farm--hunting and fishing--to 

all the way to meeting with presidents. I'd like to see if we 

could return to talking about your childhood and your early 

years. I know that your parents were a great influence on 

you . Would you mind telling us a little about that? 

Brooks: Yeah. Let me tell you about my parents and 

probably my brothers and sisters because they all had a 

tremendous influence on life. I was the youngest member of 

the family, and I guess from that viewpoint, they would 

probably influence me more than they would each other. My 

mother was the only totally unselfish person I ever knew--that 

I've ever known. She wanted everything for somebody else and 

nothing for herself. She was from a very wonderful family. 

Her family was Tabor, T-a-b-o-r, and she had been reared over 

at what we called Fort Lamar, which was a small settlement out 

from Royston, several miles from Royston . 

Her father had gone to Oxford . He was one of the first 

students at Emory--it's Emory-Oxford now--and was probably one 

of the first graduates of Emory at Oxford which was Methodist. 

Of course, the family had been Methodist all these years, 
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She had a 

great admiration for Presbyterians. But nevertheless, we were 

always embedded in the Methodist church because her father, as 

I said, was a graduate of Emory at Oxford, which was our first 

great Methodist institution in this part of the world . So my 

mother, of course, taught me many things. 

In fact, I'm sure her influence influenced many things 

that I did that looked foolish to lots of people. For 

example, she never let anybody go hungry in the area where she 

was. In the early days of my life my father was quite 

wealthy, not in present terms, but in those terms back then . 

But we had plenty of servants all the time. I've noticed that 

my mother would always send food to everybody who was sick in 

that area. 

Well, later on my father had some reverses. He had 

furnished all the farmers' supplies and everything on the 

credit, and he was telling me that he had five of these 

department stores and he said he had accumulated enough 

capital to where he could finance not only his inventory, but 

he could finance all of his credit that he was extending to 

farmers . He got lots of extra cash, back then maybe fifty or 

a hundred thousand dollars, and he said that bothered him 

about having all this extra cash. But he said they had three 

bad crop years and that solved his cash problem [laughter] 

because these farmers couldn 't pay him, and it put some 

pressure on him. 
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Well, he decided that he would sell out and liquidate his 

stores, all of them except one, and that was run by my 

mother's brother, who was a very fine person and who was a 

graduate of the University of Georgia, which was unusual back 

in those days, way back then. But he apparently was not 

nearly as good a businessman as my father. The firm was known 

as Brooks and Tabor. So my father had agreed to let him keep 

that store, although my father apparently owned most of the 

stores. But he lost lots of money and my father finally had 

to pay off all those debts, and in doing that he liquidated 

lots of his net worth, and so my mother immediately realized 

that my father was not as prosperous as he had been, that he 

was probably hard- pressed financially, not broke, but hard

pressed. So she let a good many of the servants go, let them 

go back working in the fields, but I noticed it didn't stop 

food going to the hungry people. 

See, even if she had to cook it herself and carry it 

herself, she still cooked it and carried it, whatever it took 

to do it. Some of the people would criticize her I noticed 

because sometimes she'd carry it to some black person who was 

considered a very sorry person, a person who was not very well 

thought of in the neighborhood. But that person was sick and 

hungry and naked, and she carried food. It mattered not to 

her if that person was sick, whether they thought he was the 

best person in the world or the worst. She was still going to 

carry out her feelings for humanity. 
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The fact that she was totally unselfish, wanted nothing 

for herself, I think embedded in us a feeling that you ought 

to do something for somebody else. You shouldn't be so 

selfish that you don't just do everything for yourself. I 

think that probably in a way motivated me to leave the 

university when I saw farmers' seventy-two dollars per year's 

work, hungry a nd naked and starving to death . Well, I think 

that was one thing that motivated me to move, which looked 

crazy to everybody else, but it didn't look crazy to me . It 

made sense to me. 

Now, my father was a very stern type of fellow . He was 

law and order everywhere. I mean, brother, there was no 

foolishness there . He set up chores for you to do and you 

better be there and do them. Otherwise, he helped you. 

(Laughter) Now, my mother was one of these very gentle kind 

of people, and I know sometimes in the morning when I didn't 

want to get up, she 'd come in and try to get me to get up, but 

I'd turn over and go to sleep a little more. When I heard my 

father's feet coming down the hall, and when I heard that, 

before he got there I was up [laughter] because, brother, he 

helped you up! So he was a very stern person, I tell you. 

He'd send you to town to get something and you better be back 

on time or you were in trouble . Even when I went hunting, I 

had to come home to feed the cows, and the horses, and 

everything before dark. Well, many times I'd run five miles, 
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I think, to be there before then because I didn't want a 

whippin' . 

Now, he was a segregationist as everybody was back in 

those days, and I noticed to blacks he was apparently a just 

person, although a strict segregationist, but he was very just 

with the blacks. I noticed they evidently had a great respect 

for him. I noticed that I'd hear them talking coming up the 

street, but when they got close [to) our house they'd shut 

off. There wasn't no talking going by our house. [Laughter) 

Then the blacks would come to our back door all the time, and 

maybe several of them would come in the backyard. When he 

walked out, every hat went off and it was all a strict deal . 

But the other side of the coin was I was there once, and 

they had grabbed a black and claimed that he had done 

something to a white woman--maybe not raped her, but something 

else, and so much so that they were going to hang him . I 

mean , the sheriff had arrested him, but they got up a group to 

hang him, which was nothing unusual back in those days . They 

hanged lots of blacks illegally. So in a little while the 

crowd gathered there in Royston, several hundred of them, and 

they whispered out that my father was going to lead them to 

the jail to take the black out to hang him. 

He didn't know about it, but when he found out about it, 

he got them all out there in front of his store and told them 

that he was not going to lead them; that he had checked into 

the matter . He was not convinced that the black was guilty at 
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It could have been some spite in the thing , a nd 

furthermore, that he not only wasn ' t going to lead them , he 

was going to be with the sheriff, and he was going to stop 

them, and if a single one of them dared go to the jail, he 

would be there in front of the jail, and he stopped that 

crowd. He just absolutely stopped several hundred of them. 

So I ' m saying that he had lots of great qualities a nd great 

qualities of leadership. I mean , they didn't dare move after 

he got on the other side. They didn't dare move. He just 

stopped them . 

Now, he would also lecture me on honesty . He said , " Now, 

whatever it takes , as bad as it is, you tell the truth and you 

be honest . Don't you ever steal anything or take anything 

that's not yours. You be real careful that you do that. " So 

he would lecture me on integrity, and honesty, and the way you 

ran it . So he had lots of great qualities of leadership and 

built a big business for that time in the history of this 

area. He was like everybody else. I was rather amused : one 

time he said--when he finally decided to sell some of the 

stores and get out, then he got a little worried. He got 

restless and was talking about going back in business . He 

said if he did, he had a list of women that he didn ' t want to 

come in his store anymore. [Laughter] They were a nu i sance! 

But to show you how it was in a small town at that time, 

women could not come to Atlanta for anything, but they wanted 

spring hats. That was a big social event, spring hats . So he 
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[They) would come to 

Royston, a little town of two thousand people, and he would 

have them come there every spring and make hats for all the 

women in Royston . They lived in our home, stayed up there in 

our home. He'd have that every summer, every spring. So it's 

unusual, you know, thinking back of the way times were then as 

compared to what they are now. But hats were the big deal for 

women back in those days, and so these milliners would come 

down from New York, and stay in our horne, and work in his 

store and makes hats for all the women in Royston . 

He also furnished all the farmers with fertilizer, and he 

furnished them with--they all bought flour back then for 

bread, and they bought what they called fatback . That was 

pork (laughter], you know, that had lots of fat in it, which 

we now make bacon out of it, I guess, now. But anyway, he 

furnished them supplies, whatever they needed 'til fall, and 

then when they sold their cotton, then he would collect his 

money. So he had an intense interest in the welfare of 

farmers all the time because it was life or death for him. If 

they didn't pay him he was dead. 

So he had lots of great qualities, and he was from a 

rather prominent family of Brookses who was very heavily 

involved in the Civil War. He came along right after that, 

and he got involved when he was young . I can tell you a 

little bit about it. But to give you--a great uncle of mine 

that would come and visit us . He was one of these typical 
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He had the white hair and a 

mustache , and, brother , he looked just like righ t out of a 

band box all the time . He would come down, when he was up in 

his eighties, he'd get into dancing and everything else . 

Nothing was quiet while he was visiting us at home. 

(Laughter) So I thought he was the greatest person that ever 

lived. I mean, I was just a youngster, so nobody was great . 

If we could just get him there , everything took place . 

Well, my mother, I noticed several times, she'd sort of 

have some hesitation about some of it, and I finally found out 

what happened. When the Civil War started--and he would die 

if he heard me say Civil War because it was the War Between 

the States, you know. They wouldn 1 t dare let anybody say 

Civil War. But anyway, the War Between the States, some of 

them in his family had moved up into Tennessee, into east 

Tennessee, where a l l the crowd went Union. They were Union 

sympathizers . Of course, all the Brookses had been terrible. 

They had been rebels of the worst order 1 and I 1 11 

explain that again a little bit more . But anyway, he (Brooks' 

uncle) was sixteen years old when the war started apparently, 

and he was in the middle of all these yankees up there, and he 

and his father slipped out one night and went and joined the 

Confederate Army. 

Well, it was terrible in there . Apparently they were 

bushwhacking each other, killing each other. It was awful . 

So a group of twenty- five people, Yankees, neighbors in there, 
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decided they were going to, I guess, kill him and his father. 

So they carne over there and surrounded the house, and he was 

not there and his father wasn't there. And so they thought 

that he was hiding, and so they were trying to make his mother 

tell where he was hiding, and she told them the truth. She 

told them that they had slipped out and joined the Confederate 

Army in the night, and they had gone and joined [the army] . 

Well, that didn't satisfy them. So they started horse

whipping his mother and whipped her down on the floor to where 

they thought she was dead. They left her practically dead. 

Well, fortunately or unfortunately, he got a permit out 

of the army to come and visit, and he slipped in at night to 

see his mother to tell his father about it and everything. 

Well, when he found her about nearly dead, of course, he was 

infuriated and he found out the twenty-five. Well, he killed 

twenty-three of the twenty-five that night and. [Cut 

off] 

End of Side Two 
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