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Side One 

Wills: Okay. 

Brooks: Now, my mother knew all about this but she had 

never mentioned it to me. She was a peace-loving person, so 

she did not want to listen to all this war. But he apparently 

was a fantastic person in many ways, and he would say that he 

was captured four times, and was wounded seven, and never saw 

the inside of a hospital or a prison. Every time he'd get 

loose from them [United States Army] they'd catch him, 

(laughter] and every time they'd wound him, he'd get well. 

There were only four of them that came out of his regiment 

alive, so he had a horrible time . 

But he would tell me, see, about lots of history . A 

great uncle of mine was Preston (Smith] Brooks, and Preston 

Brooks was a congressman from South Carolina. He almost 

helped start the war, I think. [Laughter] But anyway, he'd 

tell me all about Uncle Preston . So what happened (was that) 

another cousin was senator from South Carolina back in that 

time just before the civil War, and back in those days it was 

not against the rules to condemn each other on the floor of 

the House or the Senate . So his cousin, who was a senator, 

was homesick, and Senator (Charles] Sumner from Massachusetts 

got on the (Senate] floor just giving him fits, just 



condemning him for everything. Well, somebody ran over to the 

House and told Preston Brooks what was going on. 

Well, Preston Brooks immediately ran over to the Senate 

with his walking stick, walked down the aisle, and took 

Senator Sumner and beat him down on the floor of the Senate, 

beat him down to where he couldn 't get up. So that, of 

course, almost started the Civil War then . That nearly 

started the war. They tried to impeach Preston Brooks, but 

they couldn't get the votes to impeach him. So he said he 

would go home and run again. [Laughter) So he went back and 

ran again, and he got every vote except six or seven. I've 

seen the history. One says six and one says seven, but he got 

every vote except six or seven, so he went back again. 

So consequently, I mean, the Brooks family was heavily 

involved in the war and very violently so. You can realize 

that I went through a good deal of that, hearing some of it 

one way or another, not from my mother, but one way or another 

I heard. I told you a lawyer, a very prominent lawyer here in 

Atlanta, Verlin Moore, is a cousin of mine, but he said he's 

a cousin on the quiet side. That's my mother's side . 

[Laughter) 

So growing up I heard all of that about the war and 

everything. In fact, I was with my father one time down in 

maybe Wilkes County or Oglethorpe County, and we went in a 

store. I noticed [that ) this fellow and my daddy got to 

looking at [each other), [ laughter ) and finally this fellow 

asked my father, wasn't he Bill [David William) Brooks? He 
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said yeah. Then he told him who he was, and after we left I 

got to probing my daddy. "Well, " he said, "This is a story 

maybe I shouldn't be telling my children," but he said, "I 

grew up when the war was 

black hands. They were 

over. " He said, 

not slaves any 

" We had lots of 

longer but black 

hands. " [He] said this fellow was coming over there from 

Elbert County--this was down in Elbert County, and my father 

was in Wilkes or Oglethorpe--getting these blacks that maybe 

still owed [him] some money or something, and carrying them 

over there to his farm. 

He said, "We all got tired of it . " He said Uncle Bill, 

this is the one I'm telling you about, Uncle Billy, he and my 

daddy and fifteen more, I think, seventeen of them, go over to 

Elbert County and they surround this farm on horseback. They 

ride (laughter) in trying to catch this black that this fellow 

had come over, and gotten, and carried over, see. They didn't 

find him, but father said Uncle Bill rode by this fellow, 

knocked him down in the head with a pistol, and then said, 

" I'm sorry. I thought you were black!" [ Laughter) So there 

was history coming back again, see. 

But my daddy said that that fellow--they told him: " Now 

you better have this black back over on our farm by Friday 

night or we're coming back. " My daddy said that about Friday 

afternoon he drove up with the black in his buggy, and my 

daddy said he told him to get out. No, he was going back, and 

my daddy said, " I made him get out and spend the night with 
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me." (Laughter) He said, "He spent the night, and then he 

got up the next morning and left." Said, "I have never seen 

him from that day 'til this, see, " maybe fifty years later, a 

long time, you know. But yet, they got to looking at each 

other, you know , and that was sort of the aftermath of the 

war, see, that you had there. But it was rather amusing to me 

that they would run into each other , you know, way that years 

later, you know, and yet all that had happened . But, anyway 

those were hectic times and fortunately, we've overcome all 

that now. It was a very violent time in many ways. 

Now my oldest brother, I already told you that he went to 

Tech (Georgia Institute of Technology]. He graduated as an 

electrical engineer, and went to England, and built a factory 

over there. Now, he was quite an athlete . While he was in 

college he played baseball and maybe football, and my second 

brother, Garnett Brooks, his name was Charlie. Garnett Brooks 

went to the University of Georgia , and when they played, they 

played against each other. There I was with a little country 

town with one brother in Tech and one brother in Georgia 

playing against each other. 

Well, every time they played, one of them did something 

to the other. Everybody in Royston was asking me which side 

was I on, see, because it was bitter, you know, just like the 

War Between the States, Tech and Georgia back then, and two 

brothers playing against each other. It was terrible. It's 

a wonder it hasn't ruined me because, being the youngest, I 
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thought my oldest brother was the greatest person in the 

world. I wanted him to show up real good in whatever he was 

playing, baseball or football, but I wanted Georgia to win, 

and so I was in a terribly emotional situation. I wanted my 

brother to show up well, but I wanted Tech to lose, and so 

that feud lasted and he used to tease me . I went to the 

university and taught. He went on to England, and every time 

Tech ever won (against) Georgia I'd get a mean telegram or 

cablegram from him working me over. So we carried on the feud 

for all the rest of his life. It was really good. 

He would come home from England in January every year, 

a nd we'd hunt together. It was a great relationship . Back 

then, (in) little towns like that, he liked to rabbit hunt as 

well as quail hunt . So everybody was kind to him, and they'd 

close the town in the afternoon, and we'd get all the dogs in 

that neighborhood, and the whole town would go rabbit hunting 

with him. He'd lead the crowd, and we'd catch rabbits, and 

have a big time, and it was great. So he enjoyed, I think, 

coming home every Christmas, and enjoyed getting back with his 

friends he knew when he was in school, early in life. 

I mean, knowing England, it's a very reserved country. 

They don't even hardly speak to you. Yet, when I'd go and 

visit him, he'd walk on the streets of London and everybody 

was hollering at him. He knew everybody. What had happened , 

he had played professional ball when he finish ( ed ) Tech. He 

was first with New Orleans (in) the Southern League. He 
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played professional ball and then he broke his leg and had to 

quit. It slowed him down to where he didn't have the speed, 

so he quit and went finally, as I said, into the jewelry 

business . 

When I would go over there, he would carry me to places 

in England all the time that were just great, and he 

apparently had lots of very wealthy English friends. Back 

then, England, early in my life, they had all the money. They 

owned the wealth of the world, and so some of his friends who 

had summer homes would invite us out [to] their home on the 

weekend. We'd go out Friday afternoon and come back Sunday 

afternoon. Now, you talk about gracious living. You've never 

seen anything like that, having two or three servants to wait 

on you for everything, see, just unbelievable! I used to 

tease him. I said, having been reared at Royston, I could 

soon get accustomed to that kind of living. [Laughter] 

But unfortunately, he came back to Chicago during the 

Depression. 

from the 

He stayed in perfect physical condition. He went 

hotel down to a YMCA [Young Men's Christian 

Association] to take a workout. On his way back he was held 

up by some robbers. One hit him with a lead pipe, apparently, 

and he was killed in Chicago, which is a horrible thing, 

during the Depression. It was a terrible thing. 

My second brother went to the University of Georgia, as 

I said. He wanted to get out into the cotton business, and he 

got in the cotton business, then got into the banking business 
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and got in the textile business, and who l e lots of businesses 

up in North carolina . But unfortunately, when the Depression 

came along, it just absolutely was working him over, just 

about to break him with everything, because he had a terr ible 

load of things. But he survived the Depression and f l oated 

through but then had a heart attack. I think all this 

pressure maybe was such that he finally had a heart attack and 

died from the heart attack. I always felt the pressure of the 

Depression, he had too big a load. He had a cotton mill; he 

had a bank; he had a whole lot of things . All of it was under 

terrible financial strain at that time that I think it just 

worked him over . 

Now, my next brother was in the Second World War, and was 

an officer in the Second World War, and was in Europe in the 

Argonne Forest. He was in the middle of all the fighting , and 

they went through some terrible fighting but survived . But it 

worked on him, I could tell, from lots of angles, because lots 

of his closest friends were killed. I mean, they were shot 

and killed. The fight in the Argonne Forest was one of the 

worst of all. The snipers were picking them off, killing all 

the officers and everything . I t was just terrible . 

But even with all the horror that you had , there were 

also some funny stories that would come out of it. He was 

telling me about ... see, back then, these poor boys, they 

got them off these farms, that never had even been to town, 

much less to Atlanta or New York or certainly to Paris. They 
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had never even been to town, and in ninety days they had them 

over there on the front, see . They had no background for it 

at all, and you realize the shock that that would have on some 

of those troops, you know. 

He (Brooks' brother) was an officer. He said he was 

inspecting bunks one morning and a fellow was all soured up in 

the bunk, and [he) asked him what was wrong. [The fellow) 

said he was sick . He said , " Well what hurts you? What's 

wrong? " He said, " I'm homesick. " My brother said he started 

laughing, said, "Homesick! " Said, " When did you come over 

anyway? " He said, "I didn't come. They brung me. " (Laughter) 

So he said the trouble with that army then [was that] there 

were too many of them that were " brung ." They weren't trained 

at all, and the officers had to do all they could, you know, 

with them. So he was in the field artillery and all those 

battles in there and hard at that. 

He came back and went into the lumber business and went 

out West, and went to Pittsburgh, I believe, maybe in the 

early days, and did wonderfully well, and got to be one of the 

top officers, in fact, one of the top people in the lumber 

industry. But unfortunately, he started drinking, and that 

finally just carried him right down the drain, after he was 

supposed to be president of the largest or one of the largest 

lumber companies in the world. It finally did him in, so he 

had to come home . I did everything I could to help, but it's 

awful hard to sober up somebody . You didn't know how to do it 
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So I'd get him sobered up and then I'd call a 

lumber company, and they'd say, " Brother, if he's sober, we'll 

pay him anything he wants. Just name his salary if he's 

sober. " But before I could get him to a company , he was back 

drinking again , and so I had a terrible time. 

But anyway, he finally sobered up late in life after he 

had lost lots of his opportunities. He made a living , but he 

lost all of his opportunities. He stayed in that condition 

too long, and so it was one of the those unfortunate things. 

I always felt like lots of the pressure that he had during the 

war had affected him. He probably started drinking while he 

was in the army , I imagine, because he carried it over into 

the business. Although he was very successful for a long 

period of time, it finally just broke him, did him in. 

Now, my sister was a very smart person. She had a very 

brilliant mind, but she had to study to do her grades. She 

used to give me a hard time because she was in high school and 

I was in grammar school . Well , I was making all A's and she 

was making A's, but she was having to study , and I wasn't 

studying any. And she'd say, " Now you just wait until you get 

to high school. You're going to have to go to work, see. You 

can't just walk in there and grab these A's without studying. " 

And I said, " Oh. It's not any trouble. No problem. " 

[Laughter) But anyway, she was right, of course . When I got 

into Latin and a few things like that, I had to take some time 

and do some studying. In high school it didn't come that 
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simple. You couldn't just glance at it and know it all , you 

know. It didn't come that simple . 

But anyway, she was a very able person and she taught for 

lots of people, and she was a great teacher. Everybody that 

I have ever known who went to her said she inspired them more 

than any teacher they ever had . She taught Governor (Samuel 

Ernest) Vandiver (Jr. ], for exampl e, and Governor Vandiver 

told me many times , said she's the one that inspired him . 

(He) said he ' d never been governor if she hadn't been his 

teacher, that she gave him the inspiration to want to do 

something. 

So she was a very brilliant teacher, very wonderful, but 

she finally had a heart attack and died late in life , but had 

done a great job as a teacher. She was an English teacher, 

and she was a whole lot better in grammar than I, and she 

would give me a hard time because I've always written a lot, 

and I've always spoken a lot. I ' d make a grammatical error 

sometimes and it'd almost give her a hemorrhage. (Laughter) 

She couldn't stand that at all . (Laughter) So she was very 

exacting on that one, but she was a great teacher, and did 

lots of good, and inspired lots of people. Did a great, great 

job. 

So I guess, all in all, I had a very pleasant c h ildhood 

and a very inspiring one in many ways . The atmosphere was 

good around the house, none of this messing around that you've 

heard talk (of] . (Laughter) My mother was so good that you 
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couldn't afford to disappoint her, and my dad , [laughter) my 

daddy was so exact that you were afraid to mess with him 

because he would work you over . He wouldn't stand for any 

foolishness at all . I mean, brother, it was law and order, 

whenever he said " scat, " brother, everything scatted . 

I had, I guess, a good deal of inspiration . As I said 

earlier there, that out here around town, you know , everybody 

was saying, "Well , boy , he's a real sharp for a boy . He's 

smart enough to be president." So I guess the climate was 

such to inspire you to at least think, "Well, maybe I could do 

something, you know. Maybe I'm more than a doodler and maybe 

I can accomplish something. Maybe I can get something done 

after all. " Maybe it speeded me up a little bit. I mean, the 

fact that I kept going ahead all the time and getting through 

early, maybe it speeded me up to say, "Well, maybe I better 

try to accomplish something and see if it will work." 

So I guess there' s whole lots in the kind of family 

situation that you have, the climate . My mother's people were 

just great. We'd visit them, and the only thing I remember 

that I was in violent disagreement with my daddy on. 

Sunday we were going to go over and visit my mother's family, 

and they had a bunch of children , and the food was just out of 

this world. [Laughter] I could look forward to that the 

whole week, you know, just thinking, " Brother, now Sunday's 

going to be it. We're going to go over there and get in .. . 

II In the early days we had a surrey, you know, and then 
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later had a car. My daddy would get up and look around and 

say, "Well, it's Sunday morning. It looks like it's going to 

rain. Don't think we better go. " Now you talk about a 

letdown--ain't never anybody had a letdown like that one, and 

I made up my mind, if I ever got old enough to where I make 

the decisions, no storm is going to ever stop me from doing 

anything I wanted to do. 

Now some people said I have proved that. I have gotten 

in three or four hurricanes fishing, I mean, whi l e I was 

fishing. I got into two in Florida in one trip, but I didn't 

get drowned. I got to shore before I got drowned. By the 

other side of the coin, I've had many pleasant days of fishing 

when everybody said, " Don't go, see . The weather's too bad. " 

I've just had great luck hunting and fishing. I've hunted all 

day or many a day it was raining just as hard as it could 

rain, but I didn't pay any attention to that . I went on 

hunting anyway. So I've tried to never let weather bother me 

from my various pleasures that I wanted to do, particularly 

hunting and fishing. I just went on hunting and fishing, rain 

or no rain, and I think it all started when I was so upset 

with my daddy [laughter). 

Wills: Talking about that reminds me of--you had so many 

people telling you [that) you can't do something in 

agriculture; you can't do something with peanuts and poultry 

and whatnot . As the youngest, did you have to keep struggling 
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to the point that struggling became just another second nature 

for you? 

Brooks: Well, I guess in a way, yes. As I've said, I 

was restless. I didn't think things were ever moving fast 

enough to suit me. If you ask me, folks are too slow, and 

fortunately I didn't develop any bad habits . I didn't drink 

liquor; I didn't even smoke cigarettes. I've never had a 

drink of liquor or never smoked a cigarette, and I'd get very 

impatient with people who did. I mean, for example, I like to 

hunt and fish. Well, we go hunting and the fellow (is) 

smoking cigarettes. He'd run out of cigarettes; you have to 

stop hunting and go get some cigarettes. (Laughter) Well, 

that would make me so mad and furious that I just couldn't see 

how anybody stupid enough to get into a durn habit that was 

going to interfere with hunting and fishing. 

see. 

He was crazy, 

Then when they would get to drinking, and they all would 

want you to drink with them. Well, fortunately, two things 

saved me in a way, I guess: I was a top student in school and 

I was captain of the baseball team. I was captain, so I was 

both physical and mental. I didn't have to make any apologies 

to somebody [for) the reason why I didn't drink. They'd get 

drinking and try to get me and I'd say to them: "You're stupid 

enough without drinking . You're already stupid. No use in 

getting drunk to be stupid. You are already stupid enough. " 
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So consequently, it kept me from doing some things that 

I might have. I 've seen lots of boys and you have too--girls

- do things that somebody imposed on them to do . They didn't 

really want to do it, but because they weren't in a position 

to defend themselves they would succumb. Well fortunately, I 

was in a position to defend myself. I was a top student and 

I was the captain of the team, so they couldn ' t run over me 

with any of this saying you ought to do this for this reason 

or another. 

But , on the other hand, I've been very careful never to 

brag about my morals. I had a doctor on the board at Gold 

Kist who was one of the most brilliant people that I have ever 

known, and he used to tell me about an old fellow he had that 

would come in for a physical examination every year. Said he 

was about seventy-eight years old. He said he'd check him and 

tell him, 11 Yeah, you're in very good shape ." He said he was 

one of these self-righteous kinds. He said he was so self

righteous that the old man, when he'd tell him that, the old 

man would blow up and say, " Now that shows you what right 

living will do ." He said he was so self- righteous temptation 

was such that he couldn't resist it. He said, " Yeah you're in 

better shape than anybody in town except old Bill Jones . 11 

Said old Bill was ninety-four and was a complete reprobate. 

So [laughter ) he said he'd sort of take some of that out of 

him pretty fast. 
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I've never felt--I've been very fortunate that I have 

never had any serious illness, and I've been in excellent 

physical condition . I'm eighty- five, almost eighty- six right 

now, and I've never had any problems. But I don't attribute 

that to the fact that I didn't drink liquor or smoke 

cigarettes. I think I attribute it to the fact, when I was 

young that I loved t o hunt so much and fish, that I would get 

up and do unusual physical work. 

I'd get up, for example, on Saturday morning at four 

o'clock in the morning long before anybody got up at the 

house. My daddy would not let me have a gun when I was in, 

say, grammar school , but he let me have a pack of hounds . I ' d 

get up at four o'clock in the morning long before daybreak, 

and I'd get my hounds and I'd carry them, maybe walk four or 

f i ve miles to where I wanted to hunt, and I was there at 

daybreak. Then I ran with my dogs all day catching rabbits, 

and I hadn't had a bite to eat , and I was running with them 

all day . Well, by three or four o'clock in the afternoon-

back then there were lots of tenant houses everywhere all over 

all the farms and lots of them (were ) black tenant houses. 

Well , by then I'd caught lots of rabbits. I'd run them down 

with the hounds, see, and I had plenty of rabbits. 

So I'd go to one of these black tenant houses , and they 

all had baked potatoes back then. Every tenant farmer had a 

potato patch, and they roasted potatoes in the coals, you 

know. You built a fire and your coals. So I'd trade them a 
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rabbit for three or four potatoes. Well, now, you talking 

about good potatoes . You ain't never tasted a potato that 

good in your life. [Laughter] But I'd been running all day 

and had not had a bite to eat, and so I think that gave me 

enough stamina to where it put it into my body some way to 

where I could take it . So when I started Gold Kist it looked 

like everybody was predicting I was going broke, but I 

couldn't stand that idea. So I just didn't sleep much . I'd 

sleep four hours a night maybe, and my wife said the only 

reason why she thought she had a husband , she could tell 

somebody had been in the bed . 

I worked in the office all day, and then I had farm 

meetings at night. I'd go as far as Dublin, that's 250 miles, 

and have a meeting and come back that night, see. I'd get 

into the house at one o'clock in the morning, and I'd go to 

bed and I'd get up at five, and so I never saw my family. I 

saw them on Sunday, but I didn't see them during the week. I 

slept four hours and went again. Well, I couldn ' t have stood 

that if I hadn't had extreme stamina. 

Now, some friends of mine that go fishing with me, they 

said I fished just like I worked, that I didn't let them 

sleep. (Laughter) I'd get them up at four o'clock in the 

morning. We'd go as far as where we were going ( to) fish and 

be there at daybreak, and I'd fish 'til after dark and come 

back. So we didn't get back 'til midnight, so four hours is 

all. One of these fellows that used to fish with me a lot--my 
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son is a doctor and he got to telling him, he said , "Now, I 

know of eight people that your daddy has killed f i s hing. " 

Now, he said, " He ' s about got the ninth one killed now. " 

(Laughter) 

So consequently, some of the folks would say , "He ain ' t 

human!" Said, " Don't get messed up with him. " It ' s funny. 

Of course, that was known all through Gold Kist, you know, 

about the way I did it , and we'd get a new boy in here we got 

out of the university--one of the universities, and I like to 

know our new employees as best I could. So if I am going on 

a three-day trip, say to the country, I'd get one of them to 

go with me. Well, the minute they found out about it they'd 

tell this boy, " Have you had plenty of sleep lately? " and 

" Have you had plenty to eat lately? " He'd just say, "Well, 

why? " Said, "Well , I understand you' r e going with Mr. Brooks 

for three days and nights. You not going to eat or sleep. 

(Laughter) So you better be in great shape before you leave 

here 'cause you're not going to get any sleep or anything to 

eat for three days and nights ." So it was sort of a bad 

reputation in many ways, but it got the job done. 

But one of my directors, I carried him with me one time 

on one of these trips. I got into one of these places at one 

o'clock in the morning, and I asked when we got into this 

motel, I said, "What time can we get breakfast?" Said , " Five 

thirty ." It was one o'clock then, and I told this director 

with me, I said , "Well, we get up at five. " That was four 
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hours, you know. Got up the next morning, went into 

breakfast. He was sitting there and he said, "Well , I tell 

you, it didn't take long to spend the night here did it? " 

[Laughter] Oh me! Well, anyway, that's part of the deal. 

So you have these experiences, but I think my youth built 

a lots of [sic] stamina. That has been fortunate through the 

years . I think it has been very fortunate for me. My older 

brothers, you know, they'd find out that I was hunting and 

fishing without anything to eat and that greatly disturbed 

them, you know. But anyway, it's what I wanted to do, so I 

did it. Now, I think the important thing in life is that you 

make up your mind what you want to do and then you do it . 

Now, it's like somebody said not long ago, " You better know 

where you're going. If you don't, you're not going to get 

there. " So you better make up your mind and then when you do 

it, you go ahead and do it. 

I mean, by temperament, I think I've always been 

aggressive. I mean, if you're going to do something, I think, 

well, do it now, no use waiting 'til next week, or next month , 

or next year. If we're going to do it, let's go ahead and get 

it done, and so that way you can do a lot more than you can 

sitting around talking about whether you're going to do it or 

not. If you make up your mind you're going to do it, then you 

ought to start doing it . 

Wills : I guess it put you where you are today. 
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Brooks: Well, you know, I'm not sure that it's been 

good . Now , let me tel l you: when I left over at Royston there 

was lots of people sitting there whittling , and 

philosophizing, and making a living, and I go back over there 

and they're still whittling, and philosophizing, and making a 

living, and I get to thinking what I ' ve been through, and I'm 

not sure which one is the smartest. [Laughter) They might 

have been a lot smarter than I was, see, but I was restless. 

I could've never done that . It would drive me up the wall, 

but they were perfectly happy and contended, and it looked 

like to me they did pretty good. [Cut off] 

End Of Side One 

Side Two 

Wills: All right, I was just going to ask you a question 

here. This may seem a strange question, but I'm curious to 

see what you may answer with. Now, we all hopefully learn 

from our mistakes. Was there something that you did as a 

young person that you knew was a mistake, it was wrong, but 

you learned something that helped you later on to avoid it or 

to be a better person later? Something that comes to mind, an 

incident? 

Brooks: Well, I guess all of us make terrible mistakes 

I mean, you [unintelligible], but you do that and blunders. 

through trying. I mean, you try something and it doesn't 

work, and, of course, you try that in life and you try that in 

business. I soon found out a whole lot of things in business 
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that wouldn't work. I found out some that would, so you have 

to eliminate them [the ones that don't work]. Now, I made 

plenty of mistakes, but apparently I never made any ones that 

were violent enough to put me out of business. Now I've 

thought back a lot of times about things that I did that could 

have messed me up, but somehow I got through them and it 

worked out. 

But, you see, advising all these presidents, the FBI 

(Federal Bureau of Investigation] has che cked me six times, 

and every time they have to go to a hundred people . A friend 

of mine was telling me about it. They ran him down out in 

Arizona in the desert with the state highway patrol, and ran 

him down, and he was scared to death, and they had the FBI in 

with them. All they were doing was trying to find out about 

me. Well, I said to the FBI after several times that it 

looked like to me you've looked at me enough. You ought to be 

satisfied. Their reply (was] always: "Well, we might have 

missed something somewhere. 

again." 

So we're going to check you 

Well, along with that some funny things happen too. 

There's a lady that lives across the street from us, one of 

these jittery kind of women anyway. (Laughter] And they went 

down. I think she had some visitors, and ( they ] knocked on 

the door, and she went to the door, and they said, "We are 

from the FBI. " Two (of them] , you know. She started 

screaming and hollering that she hadn't done a thing wrong. 
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[Laughter) She was perfectly innocent . Well, so she said to 

me, "You ought to be put in jail for doing a thing like that 

to your neighbors. " 

Apparently, I either got away with some things that I 

shouldn't have gotten away with or I didn't do them. I don't 

know. I have never committed any violent crime. I have never 

been put in jail in my life and so fortunately I've escaped 

that. Now I have speeded some, and I've had them stop me for 

speeding, and I've had to pay a fine or two for going too 

fast. I guess that's part of temperament, that you have the 

tendency to overdo that one. So I'm not entirely innocent, by 

any means, but, at the same time, I've never committed any 

real crimes that I know of. 

Wills: I was really just more curious, your father being 

as stern as he was, I didn't know whether you might have come 

up to a situation and said, " Oh I shouldn't have done that . 

Now I've got to go home and face him." 

Brooks: Well, he always found out enough, see, where he 

was working you over. 

Wills: Kept you pretty much on the straight and narrow. 

Brooks: But as I said, you knew sort of how to handle 

him. Now, to show you, for example, he would brag about what 

he did when he was a youngster, see . I heard him telling that 

he had [known) a fellow that was a banker, (and) he and this 

fellow were great buddies, and they used to go together all 

the time. I heard him talking about riding horseback fifty 
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miles to a dance, see. I was just a youngster listening . 

Then I got up in high school, and my daddy wouldn't drive, so 

I did all the driving, see. So if I wanted to go to a dance 

somewhere, well, I'd just go to a dance. 

Well, he heard some of the boys talking at the store 

about we were going to a dance fifty miles or something. He 

came over there to me and said, " D. W., if I was you, I don't 

believe I would drive fifty miles to a blame little old 

dance." I said, "Well, Papa, you don't remember when you and 

Tom Moss used to ride horseback fifty miles to a dance. " [He) 

said, " Yes, doggonit, I just talk too much . " He said, "Go 

ahead. Go ahead." [Laughter] So I'd sort of hem him up, you 

know. 

But the only time he'd get after me was if I was late 

about something. If he had sent me to town and he thought it 

took too long to get back, he might meet me down the street a 

little bit to [laughter] assist me in. Then I got after- 

complaining one time. I just had one sister, and we got into 

a fight one time and I pulled her hair. So he whipped me for 

pulling her hair, but then it wasn't long until we got in 

another one, and she pulled my hair and he just told her, 

"Now, Nancy you shouldn't do that." Now, I said I didn't 

think that was fair. I thought he ought to whip her, too. 

[Laughter] But anyway, you get into some of that, you know. 

It doesn't seem to be quite equitable, you know, but she was 
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the only girl and I guess she got a l ittle special treatment. 

I don't know. [Phone rings . cut off] 

Wills: Well, the next thing I was going to ask you is, 

did you and your father or did you ever hear him talk about 

politics or did you talk about politics? 

Brooks: Oh yes. With my daddy? Yes. 

Wills: What are some of the things that you talked 

about? 

Brooks: Oh yeah, yeah. My daddy, I thought was very 

sensible in politics, too. Now, let me explain why: Torn 

[Thomas Edward) Watson, you know, was an extreme radical, and 

the average person , particularly country people, they took The 

Jeffersonian. That was his paper. They didn't know what to 

do or what to say until they read that every week. Now after 

they read that [laughter], that was it. Well, my father 

thought Torn Watson was a regular hypocrite. He said, "He's 

using emotions and prejudice, " and he did. I mean, he used 

great prejudice. He was against Jews and he was against 

everything . Catholics, he was giving Catholics fits, giving 

Jews fits and everything, and he helped lynch .... 

Wills : Leo Frank? 

Brooks: Yeah. He helped lynch him, see. There's a 

story he wrote in there saying he ought to be lynched and they 

lynched him. Well, so my daddy thought he was a hypocrite. 

Consequently, I was repeating my daddy, and I said something 

like that one time, and a bunch of his followers, they nearly 
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whipped me. I nearly got whipped, [laughter] I tell you. So 

I decided I better be a little more careful in politics. 

But to show you about the Leo Frank case. We were 

talking about that. Hugh (M. ) Dorsey was the governor--no, he 

was the prosecutor. He ran for governor and got elected 

governor, and his punch line was that when he was prosecutor 

the Jews tried to buy him off from that case, but they 

couldn't buy him and just make him governor, and nobody could 

buy him. My daddy said they would hoop and holler and throw 

their hats in the field and everything. He said a bunch of 

stupid. . (Laughter) 

So he was very sensible. He didn't let emotions and 

things run away with him, and he was very upset about Leo 

Frank, see. He wasn't sure that he was guilty at all, and 

certainly there was no basis of lynching. As I say, Hugh 

Dorsey was elected governor on the basis that he was the 

prosecutor, and the Jews couldn't buy him, and nobody could 

buy him and make him governor. Daddy said it was just an 

outrage, see. So I'm saying that he was very sensible in that 

way and I would say his politics were real good. 

Now, he would help congressmen if he thought he was a 

good congressman. He'd go to work and get him elected. Now, 

I know, for example, Paul Brown, who was from Elberton, wanted 

to be congressman. My daddy thought very highly of him and he 

was a very able person. So my daddy not only worked at 

Royston, but he went down in Oglethorpe and in Wilkes county, 
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where he was reared and knew everybody, and he got lots of 

votes for him. He helped get him elected. I'm sure he was 

one of the main people that got him elected . So as I look 

back on the people that he supported politically, he was doing 

it right. He was picking the best ones and doing a very, very 

credible job in that respect, and I think it gave me some 

respect for the right kind of politician, see. You ' ve got 

some of the wrong kind, you know. 

But you have some funny experiences that happen in 

politics. We had a congressman over there, a fellow [Thomas 

Montgomery) Bell, who had been in Congress for twenty years. 

And there was a fellow, [Herman) Delapierre, as I recall, 

running against him. Well, back in those days we didn't have 

radio or television or anything, and when one of them would 

speak at the county courthouse, it just filled up. I mean, 

everybody went, you know. This fellow, Herman Delapierre, was 

going all over that district saying, "This congressman has 

been in Congress twenty years and just tell me one thing he's 

done in twenty years." Well, he gets up to Toccoa, Georgia, 

and the courthouse [is] packed and jammed all in, and so he 

was giving them fits and saying, "Just been in Congress twenty 

years. Just tell me one thing! " Well, one of these coarse

talking farmers about halfway back in the audience said, " Beat 

hell out of everybody ever run against him . " [Laughter] That 

beat that race. That finished that one off, see. 
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So lots of funny things happen in politics. You never 

know exactly what's going to blow, you know. But my daddy was 

very interested in politics all the time. He was right in 

there. 

. ? 

Wills: State politics or national politics, too, or .• 

Brooks: All of them. 

Wills: Did he talk about different presidents? 

Brooks : He liked them all, yeah. 

Wills: I know that later on you were going to be an 

adviser to so many. Was that ... ? 

Brooks: Yeah. Well, of course, he didn't realize that. 

But he, for example, (Thomas) Woodrow Wilson, he liked Woodrow 

Wilson . He thought he was a highly educated person and a very 

dedicated person, and they'd put him out on the League of 

Nations, you know. But my daddy thought he was just a great 

president, and he supported him. As I say, looking back, he 

was a good judge of politicians, let's put it that way. He 

was a great judge of politicians, and he supported and helped 

get elected the right ones. Fortunately, he had lots of 

influence. I mean, he had, as big operation as he had, he had 

lots of people that he could influence one way or another. 

Wills: I was trying to see . . you say "operation. " 

He had five stores, at least at one time, and he [had) a lot 

of different farm territory, too. He had farms, six farms? 
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He had the farms, and as I said, I 

liked to stay out on the farms . He had some small [ones), but 

he had some large farms. He had one farm over on Tugaloo 

River that was two thousand acres as I recall, maybe more than 

that, and then he had several smaller farms. I liked the 

farms and I liked to stay out on them. I liked everything 

about them. So that's what influenced me to take agriculture 

when everybody thought that I was nuts, but it was something 

I wanted to do. 

As I said, right or wrong, I guess in many ways I've been 

a rather determined person, in that once I make up my mind 

that this is what I want to do, it's awful hard to divert me. 

If I could have been easily diverted, I'd have been back at 

the university because the president went all out to get me to 

come back. He gave me every inducement that you could give. 

My father worked me over completely, and so, if I hadn't been 

so determined that this [is what) I'm going to do, I would 

have succumbed . So I guess that in some ways I've been a very 

stubborn person, not for disturbance's sake, but once you make 

up your mind this is what we ought to do, then I'm perfectly 

willing to do it. 

Now, I've had some of the same problems in the church. 

I later want to talk about the church. I've had some of the 

same problems, and I've had to fight lots of battles in the 

church for what I thought was the right position that we ought 

to take. But you don't ever have any total agreement in a 
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church or business or anything else. You've always got 

diversity and that ' s good. That's perfectly all right. 

When we get into further discussion with presidents, I 

can say to you that my philosophy there was that I told them 

very frankly what my position was, but I left it up to them to 

make the decisions. They had to decide that just like I've 

had to decide on my life. I have to decide what I'm going to 

do and not do and hope that the average is good--that you are 

fifty - one percent right , and that you are going to win it. 

And you don't lose them all. You win some ; you lose some, but 

you win more than you lose . 

I've always been a bad loser. I tell you, I don't like 

to lose. I'll have to admit that, and if you get a business 

that starts losing money with red ink, I'll have a hemorrhage 

right now . It gives me a hemorrhage. [Laughter) I can't 

stand red ink. It just gives me indigestion in a hurry. So 

consequently, I think it g1ves me such an indigestion that I 

do something about it. I stop it. So that's what you 

probably have to do in life is make up your mind . That's one 

thing that appealed to me about [Harry S) Truman . He would 

make up his mind and then he would do it. He would issue the 

order and get it done. That impressed me. Now, there are 

lots of presidents that are not so certain about it, and they 

get sort of wishy- washy. They are not so positive. They are 

not sure of their decisions, and it makes it a very difficult 

thing, see. So it's not so good. 
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Wills: When you were at the university, I know you said 

you had been converted in the church, the Methodist Church, in 

high school, and you came into the university, and you were 

studying science, and everybody was worried that you were 

going to become an atheist. How much did you follow the 

Scopes Trial [Tennessee v. John Thomas Scopes] ? 

interested in it? 

Were you 

Brooks: Oh yeah, I was interested in it. I thought it 

was stupid and nuts [laughter) because by then I was certain 

that, [with] the way this world had been put together, that 

[John Thomas) Scopes was exactly right, but the Lord did it 

that way. Now, of course, the durn lawyer was trying to argue 

one way and, of course, unfortunately, our presidential 

candidate was trying to argue it the other, but actually 

Scopes was telling the truth as it was, see. But if you 

understand science, actually you realize that that's a method 

that the Lord used to do these things. He used a method . You 

get in and when you really know science, you begin to 

understand how this was all put together, and, when you do, 

it's fabulous how wonderful it is . It's just perfect. It's 

just, gosh, you just can't make it any more perfect. 

just unbelievable. 

It's 

So when you get lots of people that are working all these 

things, they are ignorant people. They don't know. They 

haven't really learned how this thing was put together. So 

they are talking from ignorance. Now, I've learned, even in 
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business, the worse thing you can have is a very positive 

attitude without knowledge. You are in trouble immediately. 

If you don't have the knowledge, you better not be so positive 

'cause you're in trouble with that. You better know what 

you're doing and not be so positive about it . 

But I never gave up my training at the university--! mean 

my church situation. I went to church every Sunday , and then

-we didn't have Wesley Foundations or anything at that time on 

campus, but those of us who were interested in the chur ch, we 

had what we call vespers, vesper services . We would meet at 

five o 'clock in the afternoon, maybe two or three times a 

week, and we'd meet over in Demosthenian Hall or one of the 

halls. We would read the scriptures. We would pray and then 

we would visit together , see. 

Well, it was about as great a religious experience you 

could have, the vesper services that we had for students, and 

we all needed it because we had plenty of temptations. 

(Laughter] Boy, we needed lots of vesper services because 

there was something tempting us all the time, you know. 

Brother , we had plenty of temptations . So we needed it. But 

out of those vesper services several of those fellows became 

ministers, see, that were in school with me, that had vesper 

services together. They became ministers. Lots more of them 

became great people, I mean, who were great business l eaders 

or leaders other wi se. So it was a very wonderful thing. It 
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probably kept you out of lots of devilment you didn't have any 

business being in, see. 

During all my period that I was so enmeshed in science, 

I didn't give up my church relationships, see. I held on to 

it and it worked out real good, because I desperately needed-

anybody who has been as aggressive as I've been, well, I think 

you are overtempted all the time. Brother, if anybody's had 

more temptation than I've had, I'm sorry for them because 

they've got real troubles, because, brother, I've had plenty 

of them. I've had every kind of temptation you could dream 

of. I mean, you can realize I've had information that I could 

have been tremendously wealthy if I'd have just used it wrong . 

I was, for example, I was over at the White House. I was not 

adviser to (Franklin Delano) Roosevelt, but I had entree to 

the White House. I was over there when he decided to devalue 

the dollar, the gold, from eighteen dollars and something, as 

I recall, thirty- two dollars or something. Well, immediately 

every commodity had to go up forty percent, see. All I had to 

do is walk out of the White House and start buying commodities 

and I could have made millions of dollars. 

But I didn't do that. I never crossed the line anywhere. 

I never used the knowledge that I had, confidential knowledge, 

for personal gain . I never did that. If I had, somewhere 

along the line, the FBI I'm sure would have picked it up . You 

just can't cover up things like that. It's like this inside 

trading they've got recently . They got everybody , about (to) 
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put them in jail and everything . Well, it finally gets out . 

You think you can cover up a whole lots of stuff, but it just 

doesn't cover very good. It will finally get out on you. 

Poor (Gary Warren) Hart, now, he's been probably messing 

around with women for a long time. It isn't just this time, 

you know. Just like [Richard Milhous) Nixon, I was telling 

you about. Nixon didn't just happen at this last round. I've 

been knowing (sic) him all of his life . He's been that way 

all of his life, see. So I'm saying to you: these things 

somehow or another catch up with you. They grab you before 

you get through . So you might think you can cover it up and 

get away with it, but it doesn't ever work that way. It 

finally grabs you. 

If you do something and get away with it, then you try 

something again, and you keep trying more and more, and 

getting worse and worse, and the first thing you know, wham, 

you've had it. So I, you know, nobody ever leaves it right. 

I could go back and improve, greatly improve my life . I could 

change a whole lots (sic ) of things and make it a whole lot 

better than I've made it, many times, but I'm a little bit 

like a brother-in-law of mine. He said that he wished he 

could be young just one more time, and somebody tell him he 

was having a big time because he'd had a lots of hard time 

since then, see. But sometimes, you know, we have great times 

and we don't appreciate it. We don't understand it and we 

don't appreciate what a good time we are having. 
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Wills: That's true. In about the time we have left, I 

just want to ask you to recall your days as a student at the 

university. I know you've talked about vespers. What other 

things do you recall that stick in your mind? 

Brooks: Well, I like to debate, and so it occurred to me 

the Demosthenian Society was more democratic [laughter) than 

the other ones, so I joined the Demosthenians. Now we 'd go 

over there and debate, you know. You didn't know the subject 

'til you walked up there a nd they handed you the subject. 

Then you start in, see . Well, I debated all the time I was in 

high school, see. So when I was at the university, I decided 

I ' d debate too, but that was just part of the thing. I told 

you about my baseball. I finally gave it up. I decided that 

I couldn't do that and take agriculture too. 

But I had, of course , in my studies lots that 

tremendously interested me . For example, I was a fairly good 

student, I guess, considering my age and the fact that I cut 

off too many corners. Dr. [Robert Emory) Park, who was head 

of the English Department, he thought I ought to be an English 

scholar, and he did everything he could to get me to major in 

English . I told him, " No, I want to do science . I don't want 

to do English. " "Well, " he said, " You could be an English 

scholar ." I said, " Maybe, but I don't want to be an English 

scholar. I want to be a scientist . That fascinates me more." 

Well, he was kind, but some of my other professors-- ! 

wrote terrible. My handwriting was awful. They would fuss 
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about my handwriting, and I said to him one day something 

about some of the professors fussing about handwriting. He 

said, "Mr. Brooks, nothing wrong with that. " He said, " Your 

mind is lots faster than your hand. " He said, " You've got a 

very fast mind. " He said, " Your handwriting can't keep up ." 

(Laughter] And he said, "Now , don't worry about that. " He 

said, "As brilliant as you are, you'll have all the 

secretaries and everything that you' 11 ever want. You' 11 

never have that problem . Don't worry about your handwriting . 

You shouldn't bother about that. That doesn't bother you, 

because you've got a brilliant mind that will overcome that. " 

Well, of course, that was lots of encouragement as 

compared to the professors who were saying that you are nuts 

here. You can't even write! (Laughter] Giving me fits 

because I couldn't write, my writing was poor . So I guess a 

professor like that gives you some encouragement because 

naturally a professor is working you over about your writing , 

which meant they had to take maybe twice the time to correct 

my paper as they would somebody who wrote good, see, but they 

would have to take that time. 

The only defense I had, every time one of them would jump 

on me about that, I'd say, "Well, you know Chancellor"-

Chancellor David [Crenshaw] Barrow was the Chancellor then--I 

said, "Well the Chancellor and myself, neither one writes very 

good. " He wrote about like I did, just scribbled, [laughter] 
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I said, 

"The Chancellor and myself both write about the same." 

Well, now, Chancellor Barrow would have devotionals, see . 

You can't do that now, but he was having devotionals one day 

a week, which were great, in the chapel over there . I tried 

to go to all the devotionals if there was any way that I could 

do that. The devotionals were very great. Now you can't do 

that on a university campus now, you know. It ' s against the 

law. You can't dare do that . He was a great Chancellor. I 

mean a wonderful person, wonderful person, and the devotionals 

were good . I'm saying that all of that that you can get in 

college, you need it all, because you've got all the 

temptations that you can dream of [laughter]. Everything is 

trying to carry you the other way, so you better hang on to 

all that you can hang on to and hope you survive. That's the 

way it is. 

Wills: Did you have a professor that you particularly 

liked and was an influence in some way? 

Brooks: Oh yes. I had several professors who were very 

inspirational, that greatly inspired me. As I said, the 

English professor there was real good, and, of course, he was 

very inspiring because he was helpful and complimentary 

instead of giving me fits, you know . I had a professor, for 

example, in genetics that was great, and I think he went back 

to the West and maybe did lots of this development of hybrid 
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corn, see. He was brilliant, one of the most brilliant people 

I ever saw. 

Well, I liked science so I read a whole lot more than I 

had text books, see . Well, so he realized that, and so at the 

last, in the exams, he never would let me stand the exam. I 

never did take an exam [laughter) . He said, "Mr . Brooks, 

you're way ahead of all these books here. You just forget the 

exam, see. " So he let me walk out . Well, that didn't make me 

mad. I didn't get upset about how he let me out of the exam. 

But he was. [It was] a very complex subject 

[genetics), very difficult, but he could teach it in such a 

way that you could absorb it real good. 

Now you had, on the other side, some cranky professors. 

You know the difference. We had a professor of botany that 

was just a regular crank , and my first semester that I had I 

had developed flu and had to go out for awhile, but anyway I 

ended up and he gave me an 82. Well, I had been a way up in 

the 90s on everything and that upset me to no end. I mean, 

you realize I was just having a hemorrhage . So after 

Christmas I went to see him and I said, "Now apparently I'm 

not doing this thing very well, and I wish you would give me 

some extra books that I can read so I can see if I can come 

along in this. " He said, "What are you talking about Mr . 

Brooks?" I said, " I'm talking about my grade, 82. " "Oh, " he 

said, "That's the second highest grade I gave. I gave an 83 

to somebody." I said, "Well, that's crazy." He said, " Oh no. 
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That's all that I ever do. " (Laughter) I said, "Well, it's 

not any good for me . I'll tell you that right now. I'm upset. 

I'm terribly. " "Oh, " he said, "That's one of the greatest 

grades I ever gave ." Well the durn fellow was just a crank, 

see. (Laughter) 

Now, another boy that worked with Gold Kist tells me his 

experience with him. He gave him 79 and failed [him] , and so 

the dean got him over there with this boy that worked with us 

[that] I'm telling you about, and said, "Now, Dr . (John Moore) 

Reade , don't you reckon sometime you could have given him 80 

or 81 instead of 79? " " Oh no. I could have given him 77 or 

78." (Laughter) He made him take the course over, see, and 

with a 79, see, and so he was a blame crank. 

But, as I say, you can rea l ize I was shooting in the 90s, 

and here a durn fellow gave me an 82. Well, I was upset to no 

end, but he thought it was great. He thought he had given me 

a high grade. He said, " You're one of my best students. " I 

said, " Well, now , I tell you, I'd hate to see your sorry 

students. I don't know what you give them. " I said, "Brother, 

this 82 is not sitting well with me at all, I'll tell you 

that. I'm upset about it. " 

Wills: Well, then, of course, you became a professor 

very young at the age of nineteen. Did you have a par ticular 

colleague that helped or was memorable to you before you left 

the university? Brooks: Well, as I said, there were lots 

of the professors that, I think, inspired you in a way, and 
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some of them that would give you fits too. You come in a 

freshman. You are nervous and you're upset anyway. You 

figure, well, you probably ought not be here. I did because 

I didn't have any business being there. I hadn't really 

finished high school. I just got through with what I had, and 

then I took exams and got in . 

But the first day in horticulture to show you, for 

example, Dr. [Thomas Hubbard) McHatton. He was a character, 

I tell you. He walks in, you know, all these freshmen, looks 

it over, says [that it is ) the most ignorant crowd he ever 

saw. He didn't see a single one in there bright enough to 

pass his course. [He) said it just looked terrible. 

[Cut off] 

End Of Side Two 

END OF INTERVIEW 
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