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Side One
Brooks:

I came up with the idea if they let the co-ops

class this cotton--and we had trained our classers-- (and) let
us class the cotton in the country, and let us make the loan
to the farmer, that we could do it that day.
give him the money that day,

I mean, we could

and we could stop him.

Because they were selling cotton, this poor farmer that was
naked and hungry, he was selling his cotton at five dollars a
bale under the market 'cause he couldn't get the loan, and
they were robbing him.
So

I mean, he was being robbed.

consequently,

I

went

up

to

Secretary

[Henry

A.)

Wallace, who was secretary of agriculture at that time, and I
went over it with him.

I

said,

"Now President

[Franklin

Delano) Roosevelt's doing everything he can to help, but the
thing's not working,

and if we can get commodity credit to

agree to let us do this in the co- op, then we can stop all
this thing of selling this stuff way under the market.
give it to the farmer who desperately needs it. "

We can

Well, he was

very sympathetic, and he said he'd do what he could.

But the

trouble was commodity Credit Corporation was over under RFC
(Reconstruction

Finance

Corporation).

Department of) Agriculture.
proposition over there."

It

wasn't

in

[the

So he said, "Well, you make the

He had appointed one of the board
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members on Commodity Credit Corporation, but Jesse (Holman]
Jones had appointed two.
So when I went over there--! went over there twice and
proposed this, and every time I got voted down two to one, and
Jesse Jones was against me, too .

Now, Jesse Jones was from

Texas , in Houston, Texas, and Anderson Clayton and Company was
the largest cott o n firm in the world,
running that.

So I'm sure they were very close friends:

economic, political, every way.
friendly

and Will Clayton was

toward

farmers

in

So Jesse Jones was not very
the

co-op,

see,

and

so

consequently, he was voting me down, and I ran it over twice
and I got whipped both times.
Wallace and told him that I
going to make it.

So I went back to Secretary
was getting whipped;

I

wasn't

And he said, " Well, let's go over and talk

to President Roosevelt about it.

Let's see what we can do ."

So we went over there and Roosevelt said, well, he didn't
want to get in a fight [laughter] with Jesse Jones .
believed
commodity

what

he'd

Credit

do

was

by

Corporation

executive
out

of

Department of Agriculture [laughter].
Roosevelt moved that thing over.

order

RFC

over

so he

he'd

move

into

the

So by executive order

Well, see, I got it over in

Agriculture and then we appointed our own [ laughter) board of
directors of Commodity Credit Corporation.
then and had this approved, see.

So I went in there

We moved into it, and it was

a tremendous help to farmers who desperately needed money.

So

that's another experience I had with Roosevelt that was very
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helpful, and very helpful in agriculture, see, because I was
in an impasse there with the RFC .
Now, the fellow that Wallace had appointed on the board,
he voted with me,

but the others voted against me,

didn't have a prayer.

so I

But Roosevelt, by executive order, he

just moved that thing over [laughter) to the Department of
Agriculture and we got it done.

So that was tremendous help.

So I would say that my experience with Roosevelt,

although

limited to some extent, but my experience with him was very
good and very sympathetic.
feeling for him.

So I

consequently had a great

I felt very good.

Now, I'll probably think of some more things of Roosevelt
before we get through, you know, because I
think
things.

about

that

instance,

because

you

just happened to
go

through

these

They have been a long time ago, and they are crises,

but yet they've passed on, you know.

But he was the smoothest

president of all the presidents I knew.
one of all,

but I

didn ' t

He was the smoothest

ever count him as one--I

counted myself as an advisor to him .

I

never

just happened to be

involved in things with him at the right time maybe, hopefully
at

the

right

sympathetic.

time

that we

needed help,

and

he was

very

He would have gone to Carrollton and spoken for

me because I was getting Gold Kist going , and he would have
gone and helped me, but this threat of (Adolf) Hitler moving
kept him from going .
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See, he would have never--I had written him and told him
what I wanted--he would have never asked me to come down to
the Little White House if he hadn't been agreeable to doing
it .

But after he got down there he had all this thing

so my

developed, and he felt like then he couldn't do it.

relationship with him was not intimate but was good, and I
felt very favorable to him and was very much upset when he
died, very much upset.
Wills:

Of course, when he died then came Vice- President

[Harry SJ Truman . .
Brooks:
.

Yeah .

Well, immediately Truman moved in.

I was rather surprised in a way.

Well

As soon as Truman

moved in, I get a telegram from him saying he wanted me to be
one of his economic advisors.

Well

.

I was,

I guess,

surprised in a way, but anyway, I had the telegram and I had
to deal with it.
very

popular

in

Well, unfortunately President Truman was not
the

South.

He

was

more

aggressive

on

integration and things of that kind, and so consequently he
was

not well

afternoon

liked.

saying

report

Mobilization Board,
report.

So

I

get

a

to

the

White

and so

I.

telegram maybe

I

House
figured,

and

in the
the

well,

War
I'll

I mean, there was nothing else you can do about it

except report, and so I reported to the White House.
Now, I had a kind feeling towards him but I didn't know
him that well.
anyway,

I

I

didn't know him that

intimately.

But

immediately began to have a feeling that he was
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going to be a great president.

See, there was lots [sic] of

feeling at that time that we had total disaster.

Here you had

gone from the greatest person that we had ever had in the
White House to one that didn't know up from down.
a great let-down in this country.
wasn't that big a let-down.

So you had

But I soon realized that it

This fellow was real sharp, real

smart .
So consequently, I started reporting up there and working
with him, and he had unusual ability.

He had the reputation

of shooting from the hip, but he didn't shoot from the hip.
He would dig in, and you can realize we had very trying times.
I mean, Charlie Wilson was chairman of the board, and Charlie
was the Charlie--we had two Charlie Wilsons that were finally
chairmen of the War Mobilization Board.

This was Charlie

[Charles Edward] Wilson, who was the General Electric Charlie.
Electric Charlie, we called him.
way through there,

He had been chairman all the

and so he was very knowledgeable.

brilliant, very helpful.

His story was a very unusual story,

I mean, what happened to him in life .
But Truman, I soon realized that he had unusual ability
and (was] smart.

You see, he had impossible situations.

had to drop the atomic bomb.
Korea.
make,

I mean,

He

He had to decide to go into

just think of the decisions that he had to

just unbelievable.

Well.

. Charlie Wilson acted as

chairman of the board, and I would notice, for example, that
President Roosevelt would sit in it with us,

say,

all the
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morning,
time.

but sometimes he would have to leave part of the

Well, Truman was a person that had lots of modesty.

You wouldn't think that from the press.
was

just

like

a

Bantam

rooster :

everybody at the drop of a hat .

he

You would think he
was

ready

to

fight

But he would dig in in the

board meetings there and ask lots of questions, dig in.
For example, I

remember one time we were working on a

deal that was very complex and very difficult of what we had
to issue orders, don't you see, war orders,
leave for a while .

and he had to

He had somebody coming in his office.

We

always met in the cabinet room there in the White House, and
his office was at the end of the cabinet room there.

So while

he was gone we kept working on it and we came up with what we
thought was a satisfactory answer.
Charlie Wilson said,

"Well,

Mr.

So when he came back,

President,

while you were

gone, we kept working on this problem, and we've got an answer
now that we want to run by you and see what you think."
Charlie Wilson explained it to him.

So

It was right comp l ex, but

he sat there and absorbed it, and he thought about it a while
and he said, "Well, that will work, won't it?
Said, " That's terrific. "

Well, there was sixteen of us on the

war board, see, and he pointed and said,
sixteen

good

heads

That's great."

was

better

than

"I
a

always did say
pumpkin

head. "

[Laughter )
Well, presidents don't generally talk about themselves as
being pumpkin heads.

I mean, you can realize that just didn't
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happen, but he was that type.
example:

I remember another time, for

We were in the middle of a very difficult situation,

very tough, and in a war board you don't talk politics.
mean, it's just taboo.

I

You just don't ever mention politics.

But somebody suggested we were going to have to issue an
economic order that was terrible.
"Oh,

my

Lord, "

said,

"That'd

And another fellow says,
be

terrible

politically ."

Immediately Truman moved right into it, and he said, " Now, if
that is what it takes to win the war,
order."

Said, " Go ahead and issue it."

any attention to them ."
off a duck's back. "

you just issue the
Said, "I don't pay

Said, " It 's just like water running

Said, " I pay no attention at all.

Just

let them go. "
Well, that was the day after he had had this rile about
his daughter, you know.

[Mary) Margaret [Truma n ) was the only

child and she was the apple of his eye, I mean, brother, he
just lived by Margaret.

Well, Margaret tried to sing, you

know, and she had put on a concert there in Washington, and
Drew

(Andrew Russell )

Pearson or somebody had written an

article in the paper saying that she couldn't sing.

Well,

Truman had written him a letter and called him everything you
can think of.

I mean, you never heard [laughter) .

. and

this fellow let it get out in public, get it out in the press.
Well, all this happened about the day after all this in the
press, so when Truman was saying to us " Just go ahead and let
them have it.

If that what it takes to . . . . "

He said, " I

8

pay no attention to them ," and then he finally caught himself .
" Well ," he said, "Well, I do get little upset when they talk
about members of my family. "

(Laughter)

So everybody sort of

laughed around the board, you know, about everythi ng .
But things like that just didn't happen in a war board .
Well,

you

realize that

nothing good about war,

in a

crisis of that kind

there's

nothing good about a war board.

I

didn't get on the board when they developed the atomic bomb.
It was already going before I got on the board, but I remember
quite well

when we developed the guided missile .

sitting on the board when that happened,
would bring all

the

information

in

there

I

was

and the generals
to us,

and ,

of

course, everythi ng marked top secret, top secret, top secret.
So I know my wife was terribly upset because our son was about
to get to be sixteen years old and maybe have to go in the
draft.

And I

could never mention anything out of the war

board, but I finally said to her, " You shouldn't be so upset."
And she said, " Why? "

I said, " Where I sit, looking at these

atomic bombs," and it had been discovered,

I mean, then.

I

said, " If we ever have another war there won't be anybody left
anyway. "

I said, " So it's not going to be importa nt.

You

just forget worrying about your son. "
So when the general said they wanted to show us that they
had developed the guided missile, we set up a meeting there in
the cabinet room in the White House, and they had the motion
pictures.

They come in to show us how they put this guided
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missile up and how they put it down.

The statement was that

"we can now kill every man woman and child on the earth.
can kill them all."

We

Well, you realize--there was sixteen of

us sitting on the board--the impact that that had, because all
the history of mankind had been that we had been trying to
kill each other for all these centuries, and now finally we
had gotten a weapon that could kill us all, get rid of the
whole world.
Well, we soon realized, of course, that that wasn't the
answer,

that we had to get a better answer than that or we

were all gone.

Of course, most of us, I think, who had come

up through the church felt like we had to push Christianity in
the world, and I'll tell you a little more about that a little
later of some of my experiences in that field.

But we felt

that that had to be the answer, that the atomic bomb was not
the answer, and the guided missile wasn't the answer, and yet
we

were

sitting

there.

Well,

we

couldn't

ask

questions, but I did want to know how they did it.

too many
They said

they put it to a star, and hung it to a star, and then went
down, see.

I don't know what they do now, but that was back

then that they could put it to a star and then put it down
where they wanted it, put it down very accurately.
Well, you can realize the impact that that had, sitting
there,

and you just kept going through your mind thinking,

" Well now, all the history of mankind has been that we were
killing each other, and now we can wipe out the whole human
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race from this earth and destroy the whole earth, " what that
meant ,

and it was a tremendous impact,

stunned us.

We just stood there

I can realize.

It

stunned, sat there stunned

with that disclosure, see, because we never realized up to
that point that we could do it.

We knew we could fly a bomb

in, you know , but they find some way to shoot a plane down.
You couldn ' t

get that many in,

guided missiles,

but when you get around to

t h at was another deal.

anything to shoot them down.
in and kill everybody.

They didn ' t

have

Brother, you could pour them all

So it was a tremendous impact that we

had on us in that particular meeting.
Now,

Truman,

of course,

he

would tell

us

about his

meetings with [Joseph) Stalin and the other leaders of the
world.

I

remember,

which came out later,

I

think,

he was

telling us one day about sitting there working with stalin ,
and

somebody

suggested

said

something

in the meeting,
and

somebody

he said
said,

wouldn't like that, " and said all that.
how many divisions does the pope have?"

that somebody

" Well ,

the

pope

Stalin said, "Well
So, all he wanted to

know was how lar ge an army did the pope have.

That's al l he

wanted to know, and probably from his standpoint was the only
question he ought to ask.
But anyway, later on Truman had the problem of going into
Korea, and that was a horrible thing.

You can realize that

that was crossing all the lines because we had been fighting
with Russia .

Now we turned around and were going to have to,
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looked like, fight Russia.

Of course, when the war was just

over there was lots of pressure that we ought to go on into
Russia.

I mean, I think if we had left it to [George Smith]

Patton [Jr.], for example, he would have gone on into Russia.
Patton,

by temperament was.

. He wanted to fight,

you

know?
But anyway, when the time came to.

. the Korean deal.

I'm sure that Sta li n was the most shocked person in the world
because unfortunately a secretary of state had said that that
was out of our area of influence, which was horrible because
that opened the door for Stalin.
into North Korea .

So then he slapped [sic]

. into South Korea.

Well, then Truman

had to make up his mind what he was going to do.

Well, of

course, he decided to go in, and, as you well know , that got
us into a terrible war and one that you couldn't win.

Now,

one of the things that developed in that one, and I ' ve tried
to read the history a lot, but I was sitting there .

I think

you know more when you're sitting than when you are listening
or reading something.
[Douglas ) MacArthur, you know, was supposed to be one of
the most brilliant people we ever had, but MacArthur was a
most egotistical person probably we ever had in this country.
He was brilliant but egotistical, terrible, and I had had some
dealings with him back there after the war with reference to
Japan,

a textile problem we had in Japan.

MacArthur.

So consequently

We were sitting there on the board, and
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[the) Central Intelligence [Agency ) was saying that we should
not go to the Yalu river,
attack.

that if we did the Chinese would

We kept saying that to (Dwight David] Eisenhower, and

the Joint Chiefs of Staff were saying to Eisenhower, I mean
to . . . not to Eisenhower . . . I mean to.
Wills:

Truman.

Brooks:

No, saying to MacArthur: "Don't"--to MacArthur--

" Don't go to the Yalu River."

But his i ntelligence was that

the Chinese were bluffing, that they weren't going to attack,
and so he went on.

Then the Chinese attacked, and we lost

more people in that than we had ever lost in any battle in the
history of this country.

They just overrun, you know, North

Korea. [They) ran us way down about nearly out, you know, and
it was a horrible mistake, and yet he was paying no attention.
I mean, MacArthur was paying no attention to the Joint Chiefs
of

Staff

or

intelligence

to
was

Truman
better

or

anybody

than

else.

anybody's,

He
and

said
they

his
were

bluffing, and they were going to do it .
Well, if somebody else, some other general had done that,
he would have been yanked and probably court-martialed because
he was violating instructions .
some real problems, you know.

Now, of course that created
We finally got back in by going

up above, and attacking up above, and got back in the deal,
but there was still that terrible animosity that developed
between Truman and MacArthur.
that one .

Now,

Truman tried to settle

We were sitting there working on it.

He flew to
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Wake

[Island)

to meet with MacArthur to try and calm the

waters.
Well, he sat there and would not get off the plane.

He

sat there for an hour or something and MacArthur hadn't shown
up, see, and [there was) 130 degree temperature on the plane .
It was terrible but the president wouldn't get off.

Finally

MacArthur got off his plane an hour or two late, and got down,
and stepped off with that fatigue he used to wear,

and he

expected Truman to get off and get down on his knees and bow
down to him.

That's what the Japanese had been doing all the

time, so he figured Truman should get down on his knees and
bow down to him.

So Truman just cussed him out.

He told him,

said, "Now, I'm the chief of staff, you're not, see.
and

I'm

telling

you

if

you

keep

your

commander-in-chief

waiting again two hours for you, you're fired.
who you are.

I'm it,

I don't care

I'm not going to sit here and wait two hours for

you to show up.

You're fired. "

So it was bitter,

see.

straighten the thing out.

But anyway,

he was trying to

Well, of course, finally MacArthur

just violated all the instructions, all the principles at all,
and so finally he decided to fire him.

Now, I happen to be,

I think, one of only four or five people who knew he was going
to fire him.
accidental.
MacArthur,

Now, I didn't get it.

I got it sort of

Now, Truman, we went through all this mess with
see.

It was a terrible mess on the board,

but

14

after lunch that day Truman did not come back into the board
meeting.
Well, I had a personal matter that I wanted to talk with
him about, so I went to his secretary, and I said, " I need to
talk with the president about this matter," and he said, "Mr.
Brooks, now I can get you in there all right, but I want to
warn you before you go. "
ain't doing anything.

I said, "How's that? "

He said, "He

He's just walking around and around. "

He said, " Y'all fought this MacArthur deal all the morning and
he's very upset. "

And he said,

"During lunch hour here he

made up his mind he's going to fire him, going to f i re him
tonight."

And I said, " What? "

And he said, " Yeah, [laughter]

he's going to fire him tonight. "

I said, " Oh, Lord, goodness.

I appreciate you warning me, don't you see. "
So consequently , I was one of the four or five that knew
he was going to fire him.

You can realize I sat there on the

board all that afternoon knowing that he was going to fire him
that night.

And I got to thinking, " Well, brother, the roof's

going off of this p l ace tonight, " which it nearly did, see.
You know , when he fired him,
place,

you

know,

and

MacArthur came back,

it

boy,

was

it exploded all over the

just

terrible.

Of

course

and he went before the Congress,

you

know, and, "Old soldiers never die, they just fade away, " and
all that mess (laughter].

But anyway, Truman stood up under

it and stood through it,

you know,

experience, you can realize .

but it was a horrible

That was tough going .

15

It was real,

real rough,

but the point I'm making is

Truman had the courage to do what it took to do it .

I doubt

any other president would have had that much courage 'cause
MacArthur was a hero in this country, you know.
was the greatest hero we ever had .
he had to be whammed.

Brother, he

But Truman whammed him and

Somebody had to fire him 'cause he was

running over everybody .

He was running over the president ; he

was running over the Joint Chiefs of Staff; he was paying no
attention to anybody, so somebody had to get him in the hand.
So I

think that helped me feel more kindly towards Truman,

that he had the courage to do what it took to do it .

Wills:

Now . .

What kind of dealings had you had with MacArthur

when he was in Japan?
Brooks:

Well,

what

happened

was

this:

the

British

textile group and the American textile group felt that Japan
was a real threat in the textile industry, so they got up a
delegation of the textile group in England and the textile
group in this country to go to Japan to go over with MacArthur
to try to get him to restrain the Japanese, and then I can
tell

you

anyway,

later,

I

got

they wanted

involved in

somebody

who

that later,
represented

too.

But

farmers

and

represented cotton and everything to go along, so I got picked
. which I didn't want to be picked.
sit

down

business.

with

MacArthur.

I

decided

Fina ll y I refused to
I

didn't

have

any

But MacArthur met with the group, and then I talked
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with them, see, but I did not personally sit down.

The more

I got to thinking about it, that this is a bad thing--I had
better not be personally involved in it.
They had set up everything, tickets and everything, all
expenses and everything else, but I decided that was one thing
I

better get out of.

But anyway,

through that I

had not

immediate but part connection with MacArthur, because he was
the one working in this textile thing and I had to get into it
later.

I got into it a little later, but this particular time

I was telling you about, I stepped out of it because I didn't
want to get into the free-for-all fights there with MacArthur.
But I got involved a little later in the thing,

and I can

explain that later to you .
Wills:

How about Truman's agricultural policies?

you have a hand in .
Brooks:

?

Yeah,

his agricultural policy was all right.

Now, unfortunately he had troubles like all of them.
into

surplus.

Did

He got

Well, you had a secretary of agriculture whom

he appointed,

who was a

nice

fellow,

anything about agriculture, really.

but he didn't know

He was a senator from New

Mexico, (Clinton Presba) Anderson. And every time he got out-Clinton

Anderson- - every

somebody
problems.
knowledge,
operated

would

tell

time

him

he

that

got

he

out

had

in

all

the

country

these

surplus

Somebody would tell him that I had a ll the economic
that
all

I

over

not
the

only

operated

world.

I

in

was

this
a

country,

highly

I

trained
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economist, and all they had to do was get me and I could save
the world, see, and he wanted to get back in the Senate, see.
So he decided that he'd get me in.

Looked like to me he

was going to get me in and he was going to get out, see , and
they left me holding the bag there.
to

be

secretary

of

agriculture.

As I said, I did not want
So

he

pressure on me to come to Washington and
program, and I was saying to him,

started putting
take over this

"I can't do it. "

said, " Now, President Truman has a very . . . . "
to him, I said,

And he

I kept saying

"The bureaucracy up here' 11 drive me nuts.

I'll just go crazy because I can issue an order at Gold Kist
and I can get it done.

I get up here; I can't get anything

done ."
He

(Anderson)

said,

" Well,

now I'll tell you, " said,

" President Truman has a very high regard for you. "

See , I had

sat next to him, and some of my friends who disliked him so
much said,

"You're not only up there with Presiden t Truman,

you're his right hand man . "
sat to his right.

I was alphabetically first and

So he said,

"You've been sitting over

there, and he has a high regard for you and your ability, and
he'll write you a letter."

Said,

" I've talked to him.

He

will write you a letter giving you complete authority to run
the Department of Agriculture, and you can do what you want to
do with these surpluses.

I'll have the president of the

United States to give you the authority to do it. "
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I

said,

"Now,

if I

had never been to Washington that

would make a real impression on me."

But I said, " Now, I know

and you ought to know that even the president can't do it.
They don't pay any attention to him. "
up.
said,

I said , " They wrap him

They don't pay any attention to him. "
" It'd drive me nuts."

[laughter) And I

So consequently ,

I

said,

"I

appreciate President Truman offering to do th i s, but I don't
want to be--I don't want to be up h ere .

I don't want to be

secretary of agriculture. "
Well, that didn't deter the durn fellow.

He'd call me up

every week to come up here, and I'd get up there and all it is
is " I got this emergency.

Now you got to handle it."

then I told him that my board wouldn't let me come.

And

He got to

calling all the board members saying that " You just got to
come to Washington .

He's the only person that knows all the

economics and he has that obligation ."

So I got on the plane

one day and went up there and I settled it [laughter) .
let's get straight about this thing. "
going to come to Washington.
agricu lture.
going to

" Now

I said, " Now, I'm not

I'm not going to be secretary of

I'm not going to be undersecretary;

be assistant secretary;

I'm not

going

I'm not
to be no

secretary of agriculture of the United States. "
I said, "To explain my feelings about it, as I understand
the Federal Reserve Bank over here is the most valuable thing
you've got.

Now,

if you'd give me a deed to the Federal
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Reserve Bank, I still wouldn't come.

So I want you to quit

harassing me and harassing my board .

II

(Cut off]

End of Side One
Side Two
Wills:

Brooks:
Wills:
Brooks:

So you went up there and you told him to quit . .

Yeah, have you got it going?
Yeah.

You told him to quit harassing you.

Yeah, I said, "Now I want you to quit harassing

me and my board of directors, and I'll help you handle this
problem.

I'm not killing myself, but I've got a man who would

1 ike to come, and he's well trained, and I' 11 help him."

"Now

furthermore," I said, "You've harassed me so much that I've
had to take the durn time to check on the economics of this
thing, and I want to say to you: I cannot only liquidate all
these surpluses, I can liquidate them and make a big profit
for the government, and that ain't never been done before."
And I said, "Egotistically, I'd like to come up here, and take
over the Department of Agriculture,

and do this thing,

and

then have a big press conference and say 'Look at me, just how
smart I

am.

I've not only liquidated all these surpluses,

I've got lots of money to pour into the treasury of the United
States.'"
I said, "Now I'll do that .

I'll get him up here, and we

can do it, and we'll liquidate it, and we'll make money doing
it."

He said, "You're just saying that to get rid of me. "

I
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said, "No, I'm telling you the truth.
what we could do.

I'm telling you exactly

I've had to spend the time to work out the

economics on it and we can do it. "
don't have any choice. "

And he said,

And I said, "No, you don't.

as I'm concerned you don't have any choice. "
fellow up there and I worked with him.
made lots of money.

" Well,

I

As far

So we put the

We liquidated and then

For example, in the cotton [industry) we

made three hundred million dollars more than the government
had in it, see, and so I convinced him.
Now,

I'm saying this: several deals like that probably

made it possible for me to be economic advisor to all these
presidents,

because every time I

got into a deal I worked

through on it and I made money on it.

I mean, I made it work

out, see , and so that created a feeling in Washington that I
knew what I

was doing ,

that I wasn't guessing ,

really putting it on the line the way it was.
terrible time with him, you can realize.
having a hemorrhage .
and he felt

that I

was

But I had a

Brother, he was just

He didn't know much about agriculture

like he had to have

and furthermore he

wanted to get back in the Senate .

So it looked to me like I

was going to get caught in the shuffle .

That's what was

working on me, and I didn't want to get caught in the shuffle.
[Laughter)
Wills:

Well, you say you brought a fellow up there.

you remember who that was?

Do
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Brooks:

Yeah, a fellow, [C. C.] Smith, from Mississippi.

He had worked with the staple co- op out there and had done a
good job, but unfortunately the man who was manager of the
staple co-op got old but he didn't want to quit,
fellow was supposed to follow him as manager .

and this

But the old man

got all upset, and didn't want to retire, and didn't want to
quit, and he fired this fellow,
most able men we ever had .
did a great job .
Wills:

see, and he was one of the

So I got him to go up there and he

We did well.

So.

So maybe the secretary picked on him for awhile

(laughter] .
Brooks:

That's right.

But anyway, he wanted to go, see.

Well, that's the last thing I wanted to do .
worked out fine and everything worked good.
course, some terrible experiences [laughter).
experience, you know.

So anyway,

it

Now, we had, of
I had one funny

They'd have a meeting every once in a

while over the surpluses and all this, that, and the other,
and call you up,

you know.

So they had one up there, and

called me up and wanted me to come up there,
potatoes, I mentioned before, up in Maine.

and we had

We had potatoes;

we had corn; we had wheat; we had cotton; everything .
Well, I get up there and there's a bunch of economists,
some of them are pretty good,

I guess.

But anyway,

I was

supposed to talk on cotton 'cause I had been in cotton there
for a long run.

So I get up there, and I sat there, and the

first thing I know several of these folks got up and got to
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talking about cotton .
realized

what

they

Well, the more they talked the more I
didn ' t

know.

They

were

completely

ignorant, see , on the subject, but they had all the answers,
you know.
nothing.

So I

sat there sort of in amazement and said

That went on about two hours and finally somebody

got up and said, " Well, hold on a minute.

We asked Mr . Brooks

to come up here and talk on this economic thing, and he's had
lots of experience in cotton and why don't we hear from him?"
See, I hadn't said a word.

I was just sitting there , and

so I got up and I said, "Well, fellows, I see it this way,"
I said, "This cotton problem is so complex and difficult and
everything, I'm not sure that I can do you much good, but I'll
tell you what I can do."
I

said,

I said, "This potato problem, now,"

"That thing's up in Maine,

way away,

and I know a

little enough about it that if you'll give me about fifteen
minutes

here,

I

think

I

could

solve your

potato

problem

without any problem whatsoever ."
Well,

I

just broke up that meeting.

They all got to

grinning and laughing and hollering, and finally--because the
point I was making [was ) the less you knew about one of these
complex problems, the easier it was to settle it.

Wasn't any

problem to handle it if you didn't know much about it: you had
all

the

answers.

I

just

about

blew

up

that

meeting.

(Laughter ) I blew it out, but it was a point that needed to be
made 'cause you had people getting up speaking that didn't
know up from down of what they were doing.

They weren't
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really that experienced or highly trained either, see.

So I

about blew that one out of the water.
But anyway,

I not only had this experience, but I, of

course, had the experience with the others as we went down the
line with different presidents.
great president.
orders.

I

But Truman,

to me,

was a

He could make up his mind ; he could issue

couldn ' t help but laugh up there.

fellow [James] Webb.

There was a

He was one of his assistants, and he had

charge of this program down in Florida, you know, this.
where we were sending all these missiles, I mean, 'round the
world deals, you know.

And h e was down there under [Lyndon

Baines] Johnson when they had the explosion, you know, and we
lost all of our astronauts there,

but he was a

brilliant

fellow, but I'll talk about that later.
But anyway, Webb was trying to restrain Truman up there
[laughter].

One day Truman had indicated he was for a bill,

but they put some amendments on it, got it all messed up, and
he decided he was going (laughter) to veto it.

Well, Webb was

in there arguing with him, trying to tell him the risk he was
taking.

He said,

risk."

He

[laughter] ."

said,

" Mr.

President, you're taking a terrible

" They're

liable

to

try

to

impeach

you

But Truman started cussing and said, "You know

and I know it ain't worth a damn, and I'm going to veto it if
it's the last thing I do, and no use of you arguing with me
anymore about it," [laughter] 'cause once he made up his mind,
I mean, you didn't deter him, see.
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But Webb was trying to explain to him that he was going
to create a real turmoil over on the Hill, and that they could
try to impeach him 'cause h e had indicated in the beginning
that he was for the bill.

But when they got through putting

all the durned amendments on it, well, he just blew up and
said, "Brother , that's it.
lots of

funny

things

I'm going to veto it."

h appening

serious things, you know.

along

with the

So there's
all

these

You have some funny things that

happen along with it.
Wills:

Were there any agricultural decisions that Truman

made or bills that he pushed that you just didn't like, you
wished he hadn't done?
Brooks:
me tell

No, as a whole I thought he did fine.

you one other thing he did

that

I

was

Now, let
about to

overlook that was one of the great things he did, was Point
Four.

Now, see, at that time we had the problem that people

were starving to death all over the world.
got the Marshall Plan as you know,
Marshall Plan , see, and put it in .
Four.

And, of course, we

and Truman started the

And then he started Point

Now, Point Four was we were going to put some of our

trained people in some of these countries that were starving,
you know,

like India,

these countries like that.

Well , he

appointed Dr. Henry [Garland] Bennett, who was President of
Oklahoma A&M College, as chairman of that group , I mean, to do
that job.
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Dr. Bennett was one of the most brilliant people that I
ever knew.
he

He took over.

He was thirty-three years old when

took over Oklahoma A&M and

built

it

into

one of the

greatest institutions in the entire world, and went overseas
and built some universities overseas.

He went to several

countries and built, see , but he was a brilliant person.
to show you how brilliant. . . .

And

I was with h im in Washington

the night that Hitler attacked Russia,

and everybody was

saying eight days, he would clean up Russia in eight days.
Dr. Bennett, we sat there at dinner and he said, "Well, " and
he had been all over Russia --he was a very

knowledgeable

person--said, " Well , I'd like to make a prediction."

He said,

"I'll predict they'll get to Stalingrad and then they'll bog
down.

He

11

said,

"The

Russian

army's

much

stronger than we realize, most of us realize."
all over Russia .

better,

much

He had been

He said, " Watch what I tell you : Hitler will

bog down in Stalingrad."

Well, that's exactly what happened,

you see , and he was that brilliant.
But anyway, he was made head of Point Four, and he would
use his brilliance instead of money .
times,

" I don't need much money.

people. 11

He would tell me lots of
I can do it with trained

He put trained people there from the colleges of

agriculture in these countries, see.
he left Washington.

I was with him the day

I had breakfast with him up there the

morning that he left Washington, going to over in the Middle
East, you know.

He was killed in a plane accident over in
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Iran.
I

And President Truman, of course--it was terrible.

sent President Truman a

telegram saying that

it was

So
a

horrible thing, that he was one of the greatest people I have
known.

I had worked with Truman then and gotten along quite

well with him, and I said, "We'll never overcome this loss.
I mean, we'll never have anybody this good again," which we
didn't have.

We got some more people, but they weren't nearly

as effective,

nothing to compare with him.

If he'd have

stayed on, he'd have stopped hunger in the world in two or
three years, certainly in four or five years.
it whipped,

but he didn't stay on.

He'd have had

He was killed in that

accident.
Now, see, the communist crowd was trying to extend all
over the world, and I said to President Truman in one of my
telegrams to him that I had spent lots of time overseas, and
my observation was that the strongest communism that I had run
into was stomach communism.
they

figured

they

didn't

People were starving to death and
have

anything

to

lose,

and the

communists would move in, and try to overthrow the government,
and take over and everything.

So he went on the air speaking

that night, and he quoted me as saying that stomach communism
was the strongest communism I had run into around the world,
which it was, see, at that time.

Well, so Truman, of course,

did the Point Four program, which did lots of good, but after
the death of Dr. Bennett it slowed down.
and it was a great thing and a great cause.

But he put it in,
He had a lots of
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very able people overseas, Dr. Bennett had.

He had great,

great people, and it was a wonderful idea, and one that was
very helpful to a lots of people.
I'm trying to think of some other things and experiences
with Truman .

Well, he finally,

finished his

of course, was retired and

terms, and so I would visit him sometimes if I

would go out to Independence and Kansas City [Missouri], and
I would go by.

I remember one time I was down there visiting

him, and I am sure it was President (John Fitzgerald] Kennedy
calling

him

hemorrhage.

because

his

secretary

was

just

having

a

She was saying, " Mr . President, this is an urgent

call."

Well, he said, " You just tell him that Mr. Brooks and

myself,

we're fighting the war again.

war. "

We're reviewing the

(Laughter) And he said, " When we get through fighting

the war again,

I' 11 answer the phone

wouldn't answer the phone .
through, you know .

( laughter ) ."

So he

We just sat there and kept talking

Well, I got him lined up to come and speak

at our annual meeting.

I was going to have him speak at our

annual meeting, but just before that the motion picture crowd
got him , wanted him to make a film, and all during this period
he's supposed to come over here, and so I had to cancel out.
I didn't get him to come over and speak.

But the last time I

saw him I was going to the airport, and had the radio on, and
it said he was passing through Atlanta, changing planes and
going somewhere.
thirty minutes,

So when I got to the airport I had about
so I

went down to the plane where he was
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supposed to get on .

He had already gone on the plane, and I

told them I knew the president well, and would they let me go
in and speak to him, and they said okay.
Well, you know, he's sort of low of stature, you know,
and I walked in looking like [laughter]--! couldn't see him;
he saw me,

" Hey, Brooks!"

said,

" Mr.

President,

said,

"Well,

I

(Laughter]

So I

went back and

how are you getting along?"

And he

am doing real well if these damn reporters

would let me alone. "

(Laughter]

He said,

"They're always

trying to get me to say something they can blow up . "
said , "I am doing pretty well otherwise."
pleasant experience with him.

So I

But he

So it was an awful

had experience with him

pretty well up nearly to his death, and it was real good.
But I always had a great admiration for the fellow .

He

was in many ways a great president, and I think history will
bear that out.

I

think it will bear it out.

He had terrible

decisions to make but he was able to make them .

And as

terrible as the atomic bomb was, if we had not done that I am
sure we would have lost a million soldiers going into Japan,
and we just would have had to kill half of Japan.
they wouldn't have surrendered.

I mean,

I mean, if the emperor had

not--of course, [they] all worshipped the emperor, and if he
had not come out we would have never made it .
would have been horrible.

I mean,

Now, you talk about horrible.

it
We

have never had anything on this earth as horrible as that
would have been.

29

But that brings me to another question I
said,

having been on

the war

board,

and all

have always
this

atomic

business, and everything, through all of that: when you look
at it now, a few years later, who are your friends?
West Germany.

Who were your enemies?

Japan and

Then you begin to think

how stupid could you be having a war here, fighting the people
who are now your best friends, see.

And who are your enemies?

They were your friends, Russia, who you were trying to save,
see, and now they're your worst enemy.
don't win anything in war.
destroy things.

Board?

All you do is kill people and

It's a horrible thing to think about war as

a way of settling anything.
Wills:

So I am saying you

It's terrible.

What years were you on the War Mobilization

Do you remember when you went on and when you went off

of it?
Brooks:
Wills:
Brooks:
Wills:

Well.
It was right before Korea, wasn't it?
Yeah, it was right before Korea.
Something about. . . .

Korea was in 1950.

Brooks:

Yes, I went through the Korean War on the thing.

Wills:

And, of course, President Eisenhower ended the

Korean War.

Were you still on the Board when he became

president?
Brooks:

Yes, let me tell you what, do you want to move

onto Eisenhower or not?
Wills:

Well, whatever, if you want . .
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Brooks:

I think we are pretty well through with Truman,

that I can think of right n ow .
Wills:

We can always come back.

Tel l me if you think of

something .
Brooks:
ends.

Yes, we can come back and pick up some odds and

Well, you see, Truman and Eisenhower got crossed .

They

were crossed up and became very bitter, see--politically.

And

so consequently Eisenhower--! didn't know Eisenhower well, but
I

knew him

[Eisenhower)

casually.

And

so

when

became president of

the

war

was

the university

over he
(Columbia

University], you know, and so I got in touch with him because
I wanted him to come and speak to our annual meeting.

And I

got in touch with him, and he finally said that he had so many
commitments that he just couldn ' t make it, that he appreciated
it, but there was just no way he could do it.
So then he went back, you know, they drafted him back (in
the Army) , and he went back to Europe, you know, in charge of
that.

But anyway, while he was there, well, his. .

When

he went in, I was surprised because he knew I was on the war
board with Truman.

And so I was surprised that I would ever

hear from him, although I had had some contact with him.

But

I get a telegram from him saying that he would like for me to
be one of his economic advisers , and this was before he went
in as president.

After he was elected I get this telegram.

So I told him that I would be glad to do what I could, I mean,
if he wanted me to be his adviser .
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Well, when he went in the first crisis he had was the
agricultural crisis .

I'd tease him and say all this rich

crowd, the doctors, lawye rs, and bankers, and all of them, had
been buying up cattle, a nd buying farms, and putting them out
on there.

So co nsequently, there weren't many cattle getting

to the market, and the price of cattle just kept going up.
Got up about thirty-six or thirty-eight cents a pound .

And

about the time Eisenhower sat down all the cattle came to
market and the bottom fell out .
pound,

see.

cattlemen,

Well,

It went to sixteen cents a

consequently

it

just broke a

lots of

just like that, and so they decided to march on

Washington,

and

they

got

up

a

big

crowd,

marching

on

Washington.
Well, see, Eisenhower , I was already his adviser, one of
his advisers, and so I was sitting in my office about four
o'clock, I think, on Friday afternoon .
the White House.
immediately :

And I get a call from

President Eisenhower wanted me up there

When could I get there?

So I said , " I can be up

there in the morning. "

(And they said, ) "Well, okay, get over

here in the morning."

So I catch a plane that night, and get

up there,

and go over to the White House Saturday morning

about nine o'clock.
anything about cattle.

Well,

he,

of course,

he didn't know

He was a nice fellow but he didn't

know anything about business or agriculture, either one.

He'd

been in the army all his life, but he was smart enough to hire
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folks that did have [knowledge).

He had the prestige to put

t h e heat on t h em t o get them up t h ere.
So he wanted to know if we couldn't do what the cattlemen
wanted to do.

Well , what t h e cattlemen wanted to do was buy

t h e cattle, and take them off the market, and put them in fee d
lots.

Well, all that was going to do was make more beef .

wasn ' t goi n g to get you out of any troubles .
President, this won ' t work. "
work? "

So we told him.

this time,

" Mr.

It

So we said , " Mr .

And he said, " Well, why won't it

And so then .

President, "

and

I

was

. we said finally
working --see,

Ezra

[Taft] Benson was in as secretary (of agriculture), and I had
been involved in putting Ezra in , see .

See, I was p resident

of the National Council of Farmer Co- ops for a period of years
and Ezra was our secretary,
hire , Ezra.

and I had really hired, helped

He was an economist, agricultural economist, out

in Oregon, and he was a Mormon .
So I was o n the executive committee of the cou ncil and
then became president of the council .

I had helped hire him,

brought him to Washington, see, and so he had been appointed
secretary of

agriculture,

perfect entree .

see .

So consequently,

I

had a

I mean, here was a fellow that had worked

with me, see, and so consequently I had a perfect relationship
between the White House and the Department of Agriculture .
Now Ezra had some Mormon ideas that were great, but they were
no good for the public .

I mean, they were good for a segment,

but not for the public as a whole .

But anyway, he was a close
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friend of mine, and he said even recently to me, and he's head
of the Mormon Church now,

that I was the closest friend he

ever had on this earth.

Well, I tried to be helpful to him

when he was in crisis.

But anyway,

I

had the tie-in, the

connection.
So Eisenhower, we said to him, "Now, Mr. President, we
are doing everything we know that makes economic sense.
got beef in the school lunch program.
every school child in this country.
Greece ."

We ' ve

We are feeding beef to
We're shipping beef to

Greece was about to go communist .

It was about to

go into that eastern bloc, see, and we were feeding them to
try to keep

them out,

see.

We

told him,

"We are doing

everything that we know that makes economic sense ."

I was

working over there with Ezra and the department, and I said,
"We are doing everything we know that makes any economic
sense."

And we said, "Mr. President, don't let them drive you

into something that is going to get us in worse shape.

Now,

it's bad to have to stand here and take the heat, but that's
the thing you have to do. "

And he ' d say,

" Can I do this? "

And I'd say, " No, Mr. President , you can't do that. "

[Then

Eisenhower would say,] " Well, why can't I do it? "
Well, you'd have to explain it to him, because he had not
had the training and you had to go back and build it all up.
Well, fortunately he had a good sense of humor, and finally -he had asked us to have lunch with him,

and finally about

eleven-thirty or twelve o'clock, he said, well, it looked like

34

everything was going wrong that day.

He thought surely we'd

have beef for lunch, but he had just talked to Mamie (Dowd
Eisenhower]
lunch. "

and he said,

[Laughter)

" We're going to have chicken for

So he had a good sense of humor, which

was very helpful.
But I was in all sorts of crises with him.

Now, let me

show you, for example, he was right back in the soup again
with surpluses, see .

So here we're back again.

back into the soup with him.
much with it.

I was right

So they weren't doing anything

They were just letting it cool down.

up there and I go to the White House.

So I go

Well, Sherman Adams

was, you know, his assistant, and who was really running the
economic business of the presidency.
chairman of his economic advisers.
House for lunch.

And Gabriel Hauge was

So I go over to the White

I go over there and I get Sherman Adams on

one side of me and Gabriel Hauge on the other.
I said, "Now, if I was doing something that I knew was
going

to

kill

[laughter)."

me,

I

durned

They said,

now

wouldn't

" Explain that

quit

doing

to us ."

I

it

said,

"You're accumulating all these surpluses that are going to
kill us, see, just dead, and if we'd stop now we could do it. "
And they said, "Well, tell us how to stop. "
[it]

to them,

see.

I

said,

"For example,

And I explained
in the case of

cotton, you got fourteen million bales of surplus now.

You're

putting four million bales a year in, and I calculated it out .
I

been running my economic patterns.

I

been sitting down
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running

it .

When

you

hit

twenty

you're

everyth ing there is in the cotton world .
the whole thing apart .

to

bust

You ' re going to blow

Everyth ing is going to rack and ruin.

You never will get over it probably .
to get over it.

goin g

It'll take twenty years

Now you can stop now and you can get over

it."
They said, " Okay , how do we stop? "
to them.

I

said,

And I explained [ i t]

" Nobody will buy a bale of cotton now.

Nobody will buy any texti l es, cotton textiles.
because they don' t

They ' re scared

know what you're going to do wit h these

fourteen million bales.

Now, what we do is set up a pattern,

and we're going to sell it at a price, and we'll put t h e price
that's reasonable.

But we're going to say,

'This is it!' "

And then I said, " We can get everybody to using cotton again,
get everybody buying cotton, and we can handle it. "
said finally,
him.

Sherman Adams said, well,

And they

that made sense to

And Gabriel Hauge, who was chairman of the Eisenhower

economic (unintelligible ) said, " Well, it makes sense to me. "
He said , " We'll call a cabinet meeting and get the president
involved in the cabinet meeting and see if we can put the
policy in. "

I said , " Okay. "

Well , I couldn ' t

sit in the cabinet meeting, but I was

called up there as a technical advisor on the outside .
I

never had such a

Department.

rile

in my

l ife with

Well,

the durn State

The State Department was saying that if we did

what I said- -they asked me if they did that, how much would we
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export?

I

said,

" Five mi l lion

bales."

wouldn't export over two million bales .

They

said they

Furthermore, it would

break the market all to pieces, and we would break all these
little Central American countries that had gotten into cotton.
Well, I said, " The way you're going you're not only goin g to
break them, you're going to break everybody in cotton from one
end to another, going to wipe them all out, the way you're
going.

And they're producing cotton 'cause we got an umbrella

over them, and not doing it economically.

You're letting them

grow something that can't stand and it's going to blow up.
Now that's crazy."
Well, anyway, they still stood the ground, see, and so
Eisenhower said,

" Well how much will they [?]

said, " Five million bales.

. immediately.

I

export?"

mean, it will

begin to get us out of this surplus situation. "
State Department said no,
market,

and furthermore

and they came back out and said,

about the market? "

I

I

Well, the

(discussed]

the

"What do you say

said, "The market will go up. "

Well,

when they went back and told it to them, then they started
screaming.

Said, "The idea of (the] more cotton you sold, the

higher it got, " which to a bunch of people who didn ' t
what they was doing.

I

said,

They don't know what they're doing."

"Well,

know

they're crazy.

And finally Eisenhower

said he believed he'd go with the economist, and so he decided
to do what I wanted done, see, and so we started the program
in .
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Well,

instead of selling five million bales,

seven million six hundred thousand bales.
were out of the surplus problem .
another time that I

Now,

In two years we

I'm saying that was

lucked out, I guess,

but, based on the

actual, I had spent lots of time working on it.
pull it out through my hat.
worked out.

we sold

I didn't just

I had worked on the thing and it

And that made it possible, I think sometimes , for

me to keep going up there down the road.
But anyway, he [Eisenhower] was a delightful fellow to
work with personally, and he would always talk to me about
corning down to Augusta,

playing golf,

you know .

" I've got it all worked out to play golf . "

He said,

I tried to get him

lined up to get him to go bass fishing down there, fishing out
from Augusta, once .

I

had a director down at a

lake down

there, and he wrote the director, thanking him and everything,
but he was a

little shaky about his intelligence tribe,

mean, having them with him all the time.

I

But I think- - but my

director died, developed a cancer and died.

If it hadn't have

been for that I would have talked Eisenhower into corning on
over and fishing anyway,
shaky about it at the time.

although Eisenhower was a

little

But I could have talked him into

it, I think, and had him come over there and hunt and fish
some.
But he was a delightful person, and I felt pretty good
that he didn't go over there to the State Department, see,
that he took the economic route , and we worked it out .

So my
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relationship with him was always delightful.
trouble with Ezra.
say,

Now,

we had

Ezra had all these Mormon ideas , which I

if you get everybody to do it, fine and good,

couldn't get everybody to do it.

but you

So we decided one day that

we were going to hem Ezra up, see.

So we go over there and

brief Eisenhower and get him all pepped up to work Ezra over,
see.

And he called Ezra "Ezry, " and so we go over t h ere and

we let Sherman Adams, as I recall,

let Sherman, or Gabriel

Hauge--one of them-- I got one of them to sort of work Ezra
over, soften him up before we run him into Eisenhower's office
[laughter) .
Then they run him in there and Eisenhower said,
Ezry,

" Now

don't you reckon we could give just a little bit on

this."

[Ezra said,)

(Laughter)
an inch.

" No,

sir,

not an inch,

We hadn't moved Ezra an inch .

not an inch. "
He didn ' t moved

I tell you, it was the funniest thing you ever saw.

But I'm telling you, I don't think Ezra realized all that was
going on.

He didn't know we were hemming him up the side and

running him around, but it was really funny.

But anyway, Dick

(Richard Brevard] Russell (Jr.) finally got very much upset
Ezra about some things, that Ezra wouldn't go along [with].
Dick got up a bill that was really tying Ezra up i nt o a
knot.

I mean, he'd have tied him into a knot, and the only

trouble about that was that it would have tied all the other
secretaries down the road into a knot.
End of Side Two

So, I go up.
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