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Side One
Brooks: We were talking about our problem at Emory with
our professor who wrote the book, God is Dead, and Mr. Bishop
Arthur J. Moore.

Now Bishop Moore, as I said, when we got to

Dallas and we had the general conference, and I walked in the
hotel there, Bishop Moore started hollering at me, "Come over
here, quick! Come on quick!"

I thought he had a heart attack,

and I rushed over there, and I said, "What is it, Bishop?"
said, "Look-a-here!"

He

On the front page of the Dallas News was

an article that this fellow had resigned from Emory and was
going to New York.
you."

So Bishop Moore said, "Now I want to warn

He said, "If you find me drunk on the streets of Dallas

today, you' 11 know what I'm celebrating," which is pretty good
for a Methodist bishop.

But, anyway, that shows you some of

the crises that you can have in a university.
Now, some of the Methodists were terribly upset because
[Sanford S.] Atwood did not join the Methodist church, and we
had two or three serious meetings about that.

I was heavily

involved in that, about some of them wanting us to force his
resignation, but, anyway, we worked on through.
when we got around to getting a

Well finally,

new president--Atwood was

retiring--! had been on the committee, but my age had caught
me and I

had to get off the committee,

memorandum.

but I

prepared a

I was on the Board of Missions, I think, for many
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years, and then was Vice-Chairman for the Board of Missions
with the Methodist Church going around the world.

One of our

greatest missionaries that we ever had was in Korea, and so I
knew

all

about

him,

that

Thomas] Laney, Jim Laney.

is,

his

background-- Or.

(James

So consequently, when we had to

have a dean at Emory to follow Dean [Henry Burton] Trimble who
retired.

. . .

Then we had Bishop [William Ragsdale] Cannon

to follow him, whom we elected bishop later, but who was dean.
But we

had

to

have

a

new dean.

Being

chairman

of

the

Committee of One Hundred, I was on the committee to select the
new dean.

So we looked at fifty people,

contact with Jim Laney .

had lost

I knew him in Korea as our great

missionary, but I had lost contact.
him up at Vanderbilt,

and I

Well, we finally found

and got him down to interview.

minute we found him, everybody wanted him.

The

He was one of the

greatest people we've ever had.
Now , let me give you a little background on him because
he became, eventually, president of Emory.

He went to Memphis

High School, graduated from Memphis, which is a very large
high school with several hundred graduates in it.

He was not

only the valedictorian of his class, but he was also captain
of the football team, which is a rather unusual combination.
They generally think,

you know,

the football players were

stupid or dumb, but he was captain of the football team and
valedictorian of his class.
scholarship

to

Yale

Consequently,

University.

He

went

he was given a
to

Yale,

and
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graduated from Yale summa cum laude in economics .

About the

time he graduated, t h e Korean war came along and they grabbed
him, and sent him to Korea in the Intelligence Corps.

Well,

while h e was over there, he decided he wanted to go into the
ministry.

He

was

offered

all

these

big

jobs

with

big

corporations when he fi n ished Yale because he was the top
graduate in economics at Yale .

Well , but h e couldn ' t take the

jobs because the Army had him and sent him to Korea.
Well, while in Korea, he decided he wanted to go into the
ministry.

So he came back to Yale,

took his bachelors in

Divinity, and then went back to Korea as our missionary, and
that's where I first ran into him as our missionary.
missionary.
decided

He was over there six or seven years .

he wanted to take his Ph.D . ,

went

Great
Then he

back to Yale,

graduated top of his class again and . . . took his Ph.D., and
went from there to Vanderbilt, and that's where we fou nd him.
Well consequently , we brought him to Emory, and he was there
about seven years, by the time Atwood decided to retire.

So

I had been on the committee, but had gotten off because of my
age.

So I prepared a memorandum--what I'm telling you about -

- to the committee saying t h at you probably got to look at
fifty people, but you ' re going to find you already have the
president here at Emory.

See, I was really the layman that

had the most contact with h i m because I
Committee of One Hundred.

So

was chairing the

consequently,

trustees didn't know him that well.

most of

the

So when I brought it up,
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some of them just
said, "He ' s just

screamed ,

some of these business people

a Met hodist preach er. "

Said, "A Me thodist

preacher can't r un a n institution of several hundred million
dollars. "

Said, " You're crazy. "

is you don ' t know Jim Laney. "

We l l , I said, " The trouble

I said, "He's a summa cum l aude

graduate i n economics from Yale Univer s i ty .
ordinary Methodist

p reach er . "

And

I

He's not j ust an

said ,

"He k n ows more

about running an institution than you do. "
Now, Atwood had said to me back sometime before then, one
day he said to me, he said, " D. W. , I don't understan d Jim
Laney ."

I said, " How ' s t h at? "

He said, " Every head of every

school here at Emor y Un iversity , has t o work u p a b udget."

He

said, " Jim Laney does the best job of anybody we have i n Emory
University. "

And

he

said,

" A Methodist

preacher's

supposed to know that much about t h e budget. "

not

Then I told

h im , I said, " Th e trouble is you don ' t know about Jim Laney. "
I to l d him about [ Laney) bei n g a s u mma cum laude g radu a t e in
economics from Yale.
than you do, see? "

I said,

"He knows more about

budgets

Well, a nyway, I satisfied t h is business

crowd that was screaming that the Methodist preacher couldn't
run an institute the size of Emory Un i versity.

So we g ot Jim

Laney i n as presiden t .
Well,

he ' s don e the greatest job-- [he is)

o n e of the

greatest president s of any institution in the world, and Emory
has j u st been movin g r ight on up the ladder.
great institutions of this country .

It ' s one of the

It's just great.

He was
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successful in bringing in lots of money.
Foundation, Bob (Robert W. )

See, the Woodruff

Woodruff and George Woodruff, and

George was on the Board out there--George was Bob Woodruff's
younger brother--and he was on the Board of Trustees out
there.

Well, they decided to turn over the whole Woodruff

Foundation to Emory, and it was the largest single gift that's
ever been made to an institution in this country:
dollars worth of Coca-Cola in one lump sum .
worth two or three hundred million now, see.

105 million

It's probably
But anyway , that

was a tremendous gift, see.
But Jim Laney has brought that school back into the
church .

It's being operated in a way that you have the right

kind of influence out there under very trying conditions .

As

you well know, your problem now is too many students want to
get drunk and use drugs a nd everything else.
has put the

Well, Jim Laney

right kind of atmosphere out there

in Emory

Un iversity, to make it not only a great educational institute- but (he ' s) a fellow who ' s been summa cum laude graduate of
Yale University in about everything they have:
religion, and everything else.
need.

He

has

brilliance.
practical .
he

had

He

the
has

He's the kind of leader you

brilliance;
the

you

brilliance

can't
to

He's a very practical person.

plenty

consequently,

of

lessons

economics,

in

being

do

question
it,

and

his
he's

Being in economics,
practical

and

so

we've been very fortunate in having him out

there at Emory University.

He's done a great job, still doing
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a great job, and everything looks bright out there .
a

balanced budget ever since he's

managed his business jam up,

He's had

been out there.

and I

He's

haven't heard a single

criticism from this business crowd that were givi n g me fits
about trying to put

him

i n out there,

and saying that a

Methodist preacher cou ldn't run an institution.

He's proven

that he cou l d run it better than anybody's ever run it, and
has done a great job .
So consequently, Emory . . . I think we've been unusually
fortunate that we got Fred [ Frederick Corbet] Davison at the
University of Georgia , we ' ve got Jim Laney at Emory.

Both of

those schools have made tremendous progress in rece nt years.
So we are very fortunate in this part of the world to have
those two kinds of institutions here.
institution.

So, Emory is a great

It's doing lots, and it now is working with Tech

[Georgia Institute of Technology) and with Georgia in lots of
research.

They're putting lots of the research together, and

that'll be very helpful .
Wills: Well, tell us about your work with the church,
itself, with the Methodist church itself.
Brooks :

We ll ,

I

have

to

go

back

sort

of

from

the

beginning, I guess [laughter). I was . . . in high school.
of course, you have many problems, and many temptations, and
everything else, I guess, in high school that you can have .
So I was converted to the church in high school .

I guess if

I was a Baptist they ' d say I was born again, but whatever it
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was,

I

was

converted,

conversion experience.

and

felt

like

that

I

had

a

real

Lots of people in churches say they

never had a conversion experience, but I had a real conversion
experience.

Of course,

I

felt like, at that time,

that I

would never have any more problems, but it didn't work that
way.

I mean, if you think that you got converted you'd have

no more problem with sin.
that way at all [laughter).

Well, I found out that didn't work
I mean, you weren't isolated from

sins, you had plenty of temptations constantly.

But, anyway

that, I think, was very helpful to me because it is a trying
period for you.
Then when I went on to the University of Georgia, at that
time, I had a problem with staying in the c hurch.

Of course,

what happened was that the chancellor--back then, it wasn't
against the law for somebody in the university to read the
Bible.

Now they put you in jail if you read the Bible, you

know, out there to a student .

So, our chancellor , David

c.

(Crenshaw) Barrow, was our chancellor at that time, and he was
a great person.

So Chancellor Barrow would have a devotional

one day a week at the chapel, and we could all go, and he was
a great leader. I mean, he, of course, would read the Bible,
and then he would give us a lecture.
addition to that,

It was great.

Well, in

we didn't at that time have any Wesley

Foundations like we have now--which are off the campus--but we
had no where to go.

So consequently, a number of us students,

we used to set up what we called vesper services.

We would
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meet over in one of the halls that is,
Demosthenian, where we debated.

the Phi Kappa or

We'd meet over there at five

o'clock before we went to dinner, and we'd have devotionals,
and we'd read the Bible, and we'd testify and so forth.

It

was very helpful, I mean, 'cause, brother, you had temptations
every day doing something that you shouldn't be doing.
But we'd have these vesper services at night about five
o'clock in the evening.

Several of the boys that were in my

class who were involved in the vesper services went in the
ministry.

Several of them went in the ministry which showed

the effect, I think, of the vesper services that we had there
on

the

campus.

Well,

you

see ,

you

realize

now

if

the

chancellor went over there and had devotional in there, they ' d
put him in jail if he read the Bible, you know .

You couldn't

have any vesper services on the campus, you know.
they'd put you out right quick.

I mean,

So, that's the sad part of

what we got now in our public institutions.
But

I've

been

involved

in

all

of

these

Methodist

institutions, not only at Emory, but I also was put on the
Board of Wesleyan College.

Wesleyan is the oldest woman's

college in the world, and Madame (Mei-ling Soong) Chiang Kaishek went to Wes l eyan, for example , and they've had lots of
great and wonderful graduates of Wesleyan College.
oldest woman's college in the world.
Wills: Where is that located?
Brooks: Huh?

It's the

So consequently . .
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Wills: Where is that located?
Brooks: It's at Macon, at Macon, Georgia.
college in the world.

So consequently,

Oldest women's

it was a Methodist

college, and Madame Chiang's father was converted to Methodism
in China.

So he sent, not only her, but he sent her sister

also, to Wesleyan, and then they went on to some other school.
But lots of very famous women went to Wesleyan College.
the oldest women's college in the world .
go on that Board, which I did.
great Methodist institution.

It's

So they asked me to

So consequently, that is a

Fine.

Now, another Methodist institution is Reinhardt College
which is up at Waleska , Georgia, right out of Canton .
I got on that board sort of in an unusual way.
these

private

schools,

now,

lots

of

them

Well,

Like lots of

have

financial

troubles and unfortunately, I'm involved in a campaign right
now, you know, five and a half million dollars to try to raise
for the Methodist colleges.

Well,

I had been successful in

some of my campaigns to raise money for Methodist colleges and
so forth.

So that school got into great financial troubles,

and it looked like the church was going to close it.
they set up a committee,

In fact,

and the committee recommended the

college be closed, although it was almost a hundred years old.
so the president of that college next morning was in my office
just nearly crying, and saying that it would be horrible to
close that institution .

So consequently,

I

was up to my
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eyebrows with troubles , and I didn't need anymore so I sort of
finally got him out of my office.
But the next morning when I walked in my office, the dea n
of women was in my office, and she was raised up the road one
mile from me at Royceton, Georgia.
and nobody told Oecora "no. "

Her name was Decora Adams

There was no way you could tell

her "no," no way in the world.

When she left my office, I was

on the Board of Trustees of Rhinehardt College .
go to work to try to save it,

which

I

Then I had to

tried

to do,

and

fortunately, got some people in who put in fairly substantial
amounts of money i n time--several hundred thousand dollars,
maybe a million dollars.
there.

So I sort of got in the back door

I didn't intend to get in, didn't want to get in, but

I got forced in .

After I got in,

then, after all ,

I

felt

like, well, I had to do something about it, if I could.

So,

I've been on that board all of the time.
Now, one other thing:
the boards in the church.
Board

of

Trustees.

I've

I, of course , have served on all
I mean, I've been chairman of the
been

chairman

of

the

Pastoral

Relations Committee, Pastoral Finance Committee , Chairman of
the Board .

I've tried it all.

But what happened is that the

Board of Missions, they finally elected me--which you have to
be in the Methodist church, you have to be elected--so they
elected me on the Board of Missions for the Methodist church .
So I would go to all the Board of Missions, and I worked with
the missionaries .

Well,

in

time,

they

elected me vice-
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chairman of the board, world division, and I teased them, and
told them the reason why they did that

[was)

around the world every year or so anyway,
free.

I

was going

so they used me

But the fact I got to meet all these missionaries was,

of course, a great thing.

It made me realize that we had to

support our missionaries, that that was the great commission,
really, to go into all the world and convert the people to
Christianity.

Now, I had served on that board for many years

and finally, I rotated off.

I didn't have to go off at that

time but I felt that I 'd been on there really too long, and I
ought to be off, and so it was a time of transition that some
of us ought to rotate off.
Now,

So I

went off of that board.

I've had a good many other.

.

experiences.

mean,

in reference to raising money and the church .

said,

I

worked

Atlanta.

hard

to

bring

the

general

I

As I

conference

to

It had never been to Atlanta since the War between

the States--! wouldn't say Civil War; that's against the rules
[laughter)--because we could not put blacks in restaurants or
in hotels.

Well,

I finally decided that we had gotten far

enough along here in Atlanta we could do it .

Although they

had turned down Atlanta as one of the places, I was able to go
back to the committee , and get them to come to Atlanta, and
stay two or three days, and convince them that we could open
the doors here . . . which meant that the Methodists from all
over the world were brought to Atlanta.
Wills: When was this?
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Brooks: That was . . . when (James Earl) Carter (Jr.) was
governor.

That was one thing that I did with reference to

Carter; I got him to come and speak to the general conference.
Now, he made a great talk,
dedicated Christian .

very good,

because he's a very

He told me later, he said everywhere, he

went all over the United States--see, he was not well known,
I mean when he was first running for president, Carter, they ' d
say,

"Carter,

who is Carter?"

He had practically no name

recognition over the country.

But he said he never went

anywhere to speak of until somebody would walk up to him,
maybe several people saying, " I was at the general conference
at the Methodist church, " 'cause we had thousands of people
here, maybe thirty thousand or something.

He said they'd walk

up and say, " I was at the general conference, heard you speak
at the general conference of the Methodist church. "

(Carter)

said it was tremendously helpful to him, you know, see .

But,

of course, at that time, I didn't know he was going to run for
president.

But anyway, he was a great Christian, and a good

speaker, and so I got him to come to speak at the conference.
Now, there always is something that's a problem in the
church and financ i al or otherwise .

Junaluska (Lake Junaluska,

North Carolina) is our great meeting place in this part of the
world for Methodists.

So I was sitting in my office one day ,

and the chairman of the Board at Junaluska called me and said
they were in great financial trouble at Junaluska, could they
come down here, and [have) the manager talk with me about it.
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So I told him, yeah, be g l ad to see him.

So he carne into my

office, and I asked him what the problem was.
they were a
budget.

He said , well,

hundred thousand dollars a year short in the

Said,

"We're just going broke. "

Well,

I

sort of

teased him a little bit, and I said, "Well, you haven't got
any troubles or problems at all ."
comes

I

said,

" Everybody who

in here talks about mi llions of dollars. "

[laughter),
dollars."

"You're just talking about a

I

said

hundred thousand

Well, he said, "That sounded all right, but, now,

you've thought up more wrinkles than anybody about how to get
money out of Methodists.

Now, you tell me how to get some out

of these Methodists for Junaluska. "
don't have a

problem.

It's a

And I said, " Really, you

simple thing:

you've got

thousands of ministers and laymen going up there every year. "
I said, "They love Junaluska.

Now, all you've got to do is

set up an organization like Junaluska Associates, and write
them on for membership , and say we want you to be a member at
a hundred dollars a year ."
hundred dollars a year.

And I said, "All of them can do a

You can get a thousand people right

quick and that's a hundred thousand dollars."
that sounded simple but, now,

He said, well,

[laughter) I'd have to come up

there and set it up, and show them how to do it, which I did.
I went up there, and spent a week or so, and we got it all set
up.

But it wasn't a little while .

maybe got twelve hundred,

we got letters out and

so we got a

thousand dollars just simple.

hundred and twenty

Well, that's thirty years ago,
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still going, still getting a thousand to fifteen hundred to
two thousand every year.

So that money is stil l coming in.

Well, of course, the fine thing is that you don't have to go
back every year,

and beg somebody.

If you just send out

notices that your membership is due and you get the money,
that's the simplest and easy way to do it .
Well, so consequen tly, there are lots of other campaigns
that I've been involved in, but foolishly, a lots [sic] of the
ministers feel that I somehow know how to raise the money .

So

what happened: we had this five and a half million dollar fund
at the Methodist schools recently, and things been going on
three or four years and just bogged down.
came out here recently,
sessions to get
failure.
But,

Well, the bishop

and inveigled me here after three

into that.

Now,

that might be my final

So I might have taken over more than I could handle.

anyway,

everything I

he finally

after

three

rounds

I

did

could to get out--but after three rounds,

finally succumbed and said I would try.

I

Now, whether we're

going to do it or not, I don't know it--it's for '88, '89, and
'90, but we got to get it put together this year.
going

to

January,

be pretty
trying

to

busy

working

put the

on

pieces

that

from

on that

Hopefully, we can do it, but I don't know.

one

So I'm

now

until

together.

I'm interested in

a campaign, really , an education campaign as well as the money
because the average Methodist, he doesn't know anything about
our Methodist schools, and certainly he doesn't know anything
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about our Methodist foundations in our colleges.

So if we can

use it as an educational campaign, where every Methodist in
north Georgia gets to know about our colleges, and about our
foundations, then I think the money will automatically come.
They'll realize what wonderful assets we have here, and how
necessary they are, and how important they are, then we'll get
the money.

So, I think that's really what we need to do right

now.
So, I've been very careful--they all tease me, you know.
They holler, "Here comes Mr. Methodist" (laughter), teasing me
a lot, you know.

So, I've always been very careful not to

claim any right living.

You know, now I'm nearly eighty-six

years old, and they say, now, you must have lived it right.
Well, I said I'm very careful about that.
in many ways:

I've never had a drink of liquor in my life;

I've never smoked a cigarette.
any credit for either one.
Royceton

I've been fortunate

( Georgia),

But I don't particularly get

When I was reared [?] over at

this small country town,

one Saturday

afternoon I saw two drunk men get in fights with knives, and
the wives and children screaming, and ahollering, and acrying.
It just upset me so I thought, well, now, you can't get it any
worse than that.

Somebody there.

with

the

knives

hollering.

and

wives

and

. two of them fighting
children

screaming

and

Well, brother, that just got me to where I didn't

even want to hear of any liquor, much less ever see anymore.
So that did that.
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Well, then the other side of the coin, I like to hunt and
fish.

I'd get out with some of these fellows that smoked

cigarettes, and they'd run out of cigarettes, and you had to
stop hunting and fishing,

and go and get some cigarettes.

Well, to me [laughter] that was treason, I mean anybody that
quit hunting and fishing and had to go and get a cigarette was
horrible.

So, I thought anybody that stupid was crazy to get

a habit that they couldn't stop, that you had to stop from
hunting and fishing in order to go get cigarettes.
stopped that one,

So that

but I've been rather amused every time I

think about that, you know, I think about one of my directors.
We had a director who was a brilliant director, and a doctor
down in southeast Georgia, and he was telling me about, said
that he had an old fellow down there about seventy-eight years
old come in every year for a physical, and he said he would
check him out and he would say,
shape."
fellows.

"Well, you're in very good

He said he was one of these self-righteous kind of
He'd always blow up and say, "Now, that shows you

what right living will do."

The doctor said he was so self-

righteous the temptation was such he couldn't resist it.

He'd

tell him, "Yeah, you're in better shape than anybody in town
except old Bob Jones."

Said ole Bob was ninety-four and was

a complete reprobate, see.

So he said he had to do that to

get the old man down [laughter) from being so self-righteous.
So none of us have lived it like we should have, and we got
lots of mistakes we would like to correct. If we had one more
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round, maybe we would do it or we might do it worse.
we better just leave it the way it is.

So maybe

But . . . .

Wills: What other countries besides Korea did you go to
with the missions?
Brooks: Well, I went to all of them.

I mean, see, I met

with of our missionaries all the way around.

I was in Japan;

I

I met with the

met with all of our missionaries there.

missionaries in Hong Kong, for example, and in the early days
with China.

Now, let me tell you about China.

See, at one

time China was one of our greatest mission fields.
I

had a

very kind feeling towards China.

When I

school over at Royceton, I was not quite six.
six.

In fact,
started

I was nearly

But, anyway, I went in the first grade, of course, and

my teacher, she was unusually kind, by Christmas she thought
I could make it in the second grade.

So, she moved me up.

But that two or three months with her were powerful months,
and she became a missionary to China, and so I knew her all my
life.

Well naturally, that got my interest in China, and so

I'd always had an interest in China, and everything in China.
Then I was in school with lots of boys from China that were
over here studying, see.
So

I

had

consequently,

all

sorts

when Mao

of

tie-in

(Tse-tung)

going to close everything down.

with

went in,

China.

Well,

he said he was

Well now, the missionaries in

China knew I had a tremendous interest in China, and so they-although some of them got put in jail, and some of them were
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put out--they knew that and they tried to keep me interested,
and informed on China.

We had one of our missionaries, for

example, that had been out ten years and he said, "I want to
send you a letter."
had happened,
Methodist

He had been in Puchow [Puhsein] and what

he had

feeling,

left such strong Christian

in there

that

finally,

the

feeling,

communists

decided that Mao, that he couldn't take it, so he made that
city of five hundred thousand people,
woman,

he made every man,

and child from twelve years up come to an exhibit.

They had a certain hour.

He had them scheduled all during the

day, and in that way had all of them there in a day.

They had

the exhibit was this fellow's photograph, big photograph, and
what they were doing was condemning him.
on

him,

and

everything

to

throwing

dung

on

condemn

him,

to

his

They were spitting

photograph,

degrade

him,

and

doing

because

his

influence was sti ll there and they couldn't get rid of him.
So he got a long letter that they slipped out of China, and
got to him, and he sent the letter on to me, see.

He said, "I

know you have such intense interest in Chi na, I want you to
read

this

thing."

Well,

it was

fabulous,

and

I

got to

thinking wouldn't you like to be a missionary that ten years
after you'd run out of a communist country, they had t o stop
a city of five hundred thousand just to condemn you.

I mean

it said lots of things of what he did there, see.
Well,

another

one

of

our

missionaries

wasn't

that

fortunate, and many times he told me they arrested him, and
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put him in jail, and they put him in solitary confinement for
fourteen months.

He didn't see a soul.

food under the door.
but .

They just pushed the

He said, " I'd have gone absolutely crazy

II

End of Side One
Side Two
Brooks: I was talking about our missionary--one of our
missionaries in China--and I said when they arrested him, he
said he would have gone absolutely crazy because they put him
in solitary confinement for fourteen months.

He didn't see a

soul; they just pushed his food under the door.

He said the

only thing that saved him, as he went out the door his wife
stuck a New Testament in his pocket.
was,

They didn't know what it

so they didn't take it out.

He said,

"I had that .

That's all I had for fourteen months solitary confinement."
Said, "I'd have gone crazy."

Then they put a bunch of young

communists in there with him for nine months brainwashing him,
trying to break him up.
almost but didn't.

But they didn't break him up, they

About two weeks after they arrested him,

they went to his wife, and said that he tried to escape, they
were sorry to tell her.

They had to shoot him,

dead, and she could go ahead and get out.
Kong,

and

stayed

in

Hong

Kong

two

and he was

She went to Hong

years

somehow, someway he'd be brought out of China.

believing

that

Well, finally,

he came out.

He was pretty well broken, but he was brought

out of China.

Well, the wonderful thing about the fellow, he
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went on to Singapore and built a seminary.
to train Chinese.

The seminary was

He said that, "I'm going train because the

doors of China are going to eventually open and when they open
I'm going to have some trained ministers to go into China
because they probably won't let white missionaries go back
into China but I

can get mine back in."

Well,

it was a

remarkable story to me, just fabulous, don't you see.
Well,

now,

when Deng

[Xiaoping) was over here,

I

had

lunch with him. Then when they asked me to go to China, the
president did, and work with him, then, of course, I raised
some questions there, which I've always done--and I'll tell
you about Russia a little later--but, raised questions about
why we can't open doors.

Well, while I was over there, we got

the doors of Moore Memorial Church in Shanghai, we got it
open, see, and had a great service there:
the first day, stacked up, trying to get in.

a thousand people
So consequently,

in my economic meetings with these--being advisors to the
different presidents has opened the doors at the top level
around the world for me.

So it gives me a chance to try to

open the church doors, and so I've deliberately done that.

So

consequently, now I've felt like that we had to get the doors
to China open again, and so Deng is opening the doors.

He

gradually opened the doors of China, and I was glad that I was
there when we opened the door, got the first door open, see.
Now, for example--! can go on with country after country but
let me finish a little more in China.

We are going to begin
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to move back into China , and put Chinese missionaries in there
if we can, see , and hopef u lly, to open that door wide again.
It's opening now very good ,
there.

and we're getting seminary in

We're getting everything going, so I feel quite good

about that one.
Now, I can go around the world, but India, for example,
one time India had been open ,

but,

of course,

didn ' t believe in Christianity at all.

the Hindus

But, anyway, when we

had a big meeting in India once, and I know that .
[Jawaharlal],

I

believe,

was ruling at that time .

. Nehru
He,

of

course, had nothing to do, and we had invited him to come and
speak , see.
well,

But he, uh . . . no he didn't want anything.

after we

got over there and got the meeting going

strong, it was so favorable, he called up and said he believed
he would like to speak [laughter).
see.

So, he carne and spoke,

So, it's remarkable how many doors you can open and do

that.
But i n the countries like.

. well, in Hong Kong , for

examp l e, well, we've had lots of missionaries in there t hat
I've worked with all the time.

We built villages, we built

the Methodist , two or three Methodist villages where we could
make them available,

you know,

to these Chinese who were

getting out of China but had nothing, see .

My wife was head

of the missionary society at our church for several years , and
they raised the money to build one of the homes there in her
name.

So we were there when they built that one in her name,
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and dedicated it to her there in Hong Kong.
always, to church every Sunday .
the language .

But we would go,

Now , you couldn' t understand

It's funny in Hong Kong--they still, last time

we were there , they still separated the men from the women.
The women sat on one side of the church; the men sat on the
other side of the church.

But, one of the remarkab le things

I remember one time in Hong Kong goi n g to . . . church, and you
went through one of the worst places you've ever seen.
mean,

it was just horrible and going up this street,

going to the church.
was beautiful.

I

see ,

When you got to the church everything

The grass and the church (was) beautiful.

It

just looked like you were corning out of hell, and going into
heaven.

It was just unbelievable what had happened , I mean ,

just walking a hundred yards, the difference.

It was a great

contrast;

l ots of great

it was fantastic .

But we've had

missionaries there.
Now,

in

countries

like

terrible spot, as you know.
has built a great church .
there,

India--Calcutta

has

been

a

But, we had the fellow there that
We've had lots of churches built in

and we've had lots of missionaries that have do n e a

great good corning all the way around.
but let me do Africa.
on that.

I can do South America

I've been a l l in Africa , there , working

We've had more conversions in Africa than any place

in recent years, all south of the Sahara, there.
the greatest conversion area we've ever had.
some sad situations i n there, too .

It's been

Now, you have

I remember one time I was
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down there with the missionaries, and they came a nd talked
with me about-- I

was on the

Board of Mission s

and

vice-

chairman of the board-- and they came and talked with me about
a problem they had .

They said one of their young missionaries

had died, and they said,
said he was

"We don't know what to do ."

the only son of

some person

who was

They
fairly

wealthy, apparently quite a wea l thy person, and t h is person
had all of his life raised his son to follow him in the
business.

This boy, though, decided that he wanted to go be

a missionary, and go in the mission field.

Well, when he did,

his father just ostracized him, never spoke to him, never . .
. had no letters.

They said he came on the mission field, he

said he never had any communication from his father .

Now, he

had two or three letters from his mother because she was
terribly upset.

But he [ sic) said he contracted--I forgot

what disease--but some terrible disease and he died , we don't
know whether to bury him here or notify his father or what do
we do.

I said that I'd notify his mother, and tell them do

they want the remains sent back to the United States or do you
bury him here?

But it was a pitiful story, you see,

just

terrible.
I mean,

you couldn't get it much worse than that, but

lots of the other stories were great .

I mean they had great

conversions and many of the leaders in Africa have come out of
our mission schools down there .

Nearly all the teachers in

Africa have come out of our mission schools, so we've done
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lots of good down there, and it's been great.

It's been real

good, and lots of the leaders in Africa now are graduates of
our mission schools in Africa.
Now,

in Russia,

let me pick up Russia a

because Russia's always been a problem.

little bit

Well, I had some tie-

in in Russia, and so--I had my wife and my daughter with me
once in Russia, and so we always went to church every time.
So I was in Leningrad, and I knew a minister who was a young
minister, and so I got a hold of him.

I knew his name, and I

had a telephone number where I could contact him.
on a Sunday night.

So it was

I got in there Sunday afternoon, and I

told him we'd like to go to church, and I would like to meet
with him.

He said, "I'll leave immediately, Mr. Brooks,"--

this was about four o'clock in the afternoon--"and go over
there and save you a seat, you and your wife and daughter."
Well, I teased my Methodist people.

I told them I never had

had any problem getting a seat on Sunday night in a Methodist
church in this country.

But when I got there that church was

absolutely full, and packed all the way out as far as they
could hear,

out in the streets,

just packed.

Well,

this

minister sat with us part of the time, and interpreted, see,
the services, and they were very fine, very wonderful.
Then he said on Tuesday night they were going to have
communion

services,

so

we

went

back,

communion, I mean, and we took communion.
of those Russians recognized us.

and

were

served

Well, by then lots

They had seen us there
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[laughter) on Sunday, and we were back there taking communion .
They just crowded around us,

saying in Russian that you ' ll

never know what this means to us that people from the United
States to come, not as spectators, but worship with us.

You

took communion with us and we know that you are not bad
people, that you're not trying to destroy us and all this, and
[they were) very emotional .

I saw an old lady grab my wife ' s

hand, and kiss it, and tears ran a l l over her hand .

so, it

was a tremendously emotional experience, see .
So I had at one time with me there, I had a Russian who
was from this country but a minister, but who had come out of
Russia, and so I was talking with some of the ministers about
their freedom , see ,
they

had

freedom

and they were trying to say to me that
of

the

pulpit.

One

of

these

Russian

ministers got this Russian off, and said, "I hope you're not
believing what they say ."

He said, " Brother, the communists

put somebody in every, every meeting. "

And said, " I just got

back two weeks ago from five years in Siberia ."

Said , " I said

one word of criticism of the regime ," and he said, " on Mon day
morning I was headed for Siberia, and I been there five years,
just got back two weeks ago. "
of the pulpit.

So he said, " We have no freedom

We've got to be very careful that we don't say

a word against the regime,

see,

Said, " Have to be very caref u l. "

or the communist system ."
So consequently, now, there

was one old fellow there that was the father of this min i ster
that I

knew in Leningrad, who was .

. minister in Moscow,
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that lived in Leningrad and I went to see him when I was in
Leningrad.

They were afraid to mess with him.

very helpful during the war , see.

I think he was

They were afraid to mess

with him so he was pretty outspoken, but most of them were
very subdued, I mean, terrible.
Now,

I

raised the question --fortunately I

got in the

Kremlin, which was unbelievable, but they h ad invited me, I
mean, as an economist, see, over there, and I had letters . .
The Minister of Agriculture had invited me, see, and so
I had letters to where I could get in.
get in the Kremlin.
there.

So, I said I want to

I want to be at the top; I want to be

Well, they [the interpreters) said, we've never been

in the Kremlin.

I mean I had interpreters, you know.

Well,

I said, just get me in and I'll do the rest in the Kremlin.
See, I raised the question--see, they wouldn't let us have any
Sunday Schools--and I raised the question why can't we have a
Sunday

School?

Well,

they

said

Sunday

School

is

an

educational institution, and education is in the hands of the
state and therefore is not permitted, see.

Well, of course,

they realized that the way to destroy the church was to stop
Sunday School because that's the way lots of churches get
their members.

They start them here in Sunday School, and

bring them on up.

So what they figured,

I think,

if they

closed down all the Sunday Schools, and let the old peop l e die
out then they wouldn ' t have any more trouble with the churches
over there.

That was one of the things that they had set up
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to do.

So, Russia to me,

tighter than China.

is much worse,

now.

It's much

I have great hopes that we're getting the

doors open in China, but the doors are still tight in Russia.
Now.
Wills:

What do you think (Mikhail Sergeyevich) Gorbachev

will do?
Brooks :

I was fixing to say Gorbachev might loosen up,

I don't know.

He has no record in the church, so we have

nothing that's indicated he's going to do it.

But he does

have a record in economics, and we feel that he's going to
open the economic doors some, and give some private enterprise
a chance.

And they're doing that fast in China, now.

think he might loosen the doors some economically .

But we
But we

have no indication of his interest in the church yet, as far
as we can find out.

So, we'll get some economic improvement,

and that might open some doors where we can do better in the
church, but it's not too good yet, not too good.
happened,

see,

they would penalize them.

And what

If you were a

banker, for example, and you joined the church, boy, the next
day you were a ditch digger.

I mean they'd yank you right--

they weren't going to let you sit at a top level, and be a
member of the church.
quick.

So,

they put a stop to that right

They put the bee on you in a hurry.

So, that's been

a very tough one, a very difficult one, very tough.

But. . .

we have great problems, of course, around the world, there's
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lots more that I probably want to put on here before we get
through with the church, but I hope . . . .
I

think

experience.

.

I

mentioned

to

you

back

yonder,

maybe,

my

. with our friend that was head of the Atomic

Energy Commission.

I think I went through that one where he

said we're going to bring them religion or we're going to
bring them the atomic bomb.

So I think we have our job to

convert the world or we're going to go the other way, which is
destruction,

complete

destruction.

Dr.

(Glenn

Theodore)

Seaberg was the person I was telling you about that I brought
to Emory out here later on.

So, I.

. feel that--I think I

might have told you the story, too,

back there about being

involved in science to the point that I had everybody in the
Presbyterian home thinking that I
atheist.

was going to end up an

It's unbelievable the more you understand about

science is (sic) how perfect it is, and the trouble they've
got in Russia is with the scientists: they know better.

They

know that all this thing (sic) couldn't just happen: it's too
perfect.

I mean, there is no way you can figure that one out.

It's rather . . . even at the highest level in science they
are more convinced than anybody.

I think I mentioned maybe

the Rockefeller University, one of the professors up there,
one of the doctors up there, was saying to me one day--David
Rockefeller is a good friend of mine, and he invited me up
there to one of their meetings--and this doctor said that they
were like a bunch of pickpockets.

Said the Lord had all these
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things hid, and every once in a while they would pick one of
them out of his pocket; they would find out what was going on.
So I think that we've got a tough world, but I see some doors
opening now that have been closed, and so I feel a little more
encouraged about the situation.

I think we've got more hope.

Wills: What's been the most rewarding thing you've done
with the church as far as just the church is concerned?
you had to

think

of

one

thing

that's meant

more

to

If
you

personally?
Brooks:

Well,

that's a little hard to say--you've got

several things that made tremendous impact on your life, but
when I was working in the Board of Missions, I, at times, felt
the Board of Missions was going in the wrong direction, and we
were closing our mission field instead of opening it .

We were

getting over into social things instead of religious things,
and using up our energies and resources.

So consequently, I

felt--at least in my viewpoint--! was helping guide the Board
of Missions in the direction in which I felt we desperately
needed to go.

Now, I was rather new at one time.

I was way

down in Africa and they said that two rich folks up there in
the Board of Missions was tying up all the money [laughter].
Well, I'm sure they were talking about me, and the fellow who
was treasurer of Ford Motor Company who was a good friend of
mine.

Well, he and I sat there, and checked the money because

we did not want to see it wasted .
widow's mite that was going in there,

I

mean,

you had this

and we wanted every
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penny to go into somet hing t h at we felt that counted for the
c hurch, and did something to bring Ch ristianity to t h e wor l d,
and conversion to the people .

So when they would get off on

some of these social things which we thought had very little
relation ship

to

bu ilding

the

church-- they

might

be

fine

socially or economica l ly-- but they were not the t h i ngs t h at we
d esperatel y need e d,

a n d we didn ' t

h ave that much mon ey to

change the economics of the world.

But we maybe had e n ough

money to change t h e religious wor l d, and so we would object to
that.

We would say, n ow, we want this money here. So I'm sure

that some of the reports that went out was that they would do
so and so but these two
[laughter)

fe llows wouldn't

in the Board of Missions.

let them do

But, anyway ,

it

I think

that was good .
Of course, I think this two percent fund that we started
out in Emory probably will,

in time, have the more impact,

p robably as a n ythi ng I've done or maybe more than a n yth i ng.
Because it's not only raised about a

hundred million nine

[thousand dol l ars) , but it's going to be raising hundreds of
more millions if it stays in there, if somebody doesn ' t knock
it out down the road , which will mean it will train thousands
upon thousands of mi n isters and missionaries.

So , I think ,

probably, that is one of the things that I would feel like as
being

the

most

productive

and

all

important,

real

good,

although I had great experiences with many of the missionaries
around the world ,

and worked with them

on many

of

their
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projects, which were fine and wonderful and good.

But here's

an ongoing thing, that will go on, we are hopeful, forever,
for a long time to come, that can have tremendous impact on
the church.
Wills: I would imagine the missionaries were very useful
in understanding what was going on in an individual country,
I mean, they were right there on the scene.
Brooks: That's right.
Wills: And I'm sure that between both the religious part
of it and your own business part of it, you wanted to know
what was going on, and they were probably a good way to tell.
Brooks:

They were great.

dedicated people.

I

mean

they were highly

They were all highly educated people.

were great people, and you could rely on them.
tell you a lie:

They

They wouldn't

they'd tell you the truth, see.

So it was

great to have a chance to know all these missionaries around
the world, and have a chance to be with them, and they could
be with you .

See,

my wife would work with

them

in the

daytime, and go to lots of these mission projects they do.
Then at night

I

would get with them,

see,

and we'd have

dinner, and then I could stay up to ten or eleven o'clock at
night reviewing what they were doing.

Then my wife could fill

me in, see, on everything she had been seeing all during the
daytime, see.

So, it worked out real good.

great experience, real good.

It was a real
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But

at

times

I

had

real

battles,

and

the

Board

of

Missions [laughter], it's funny I had a good deal of support
in the Board of Missions--lots of them are ministers,

you

know--some of them said, "Well, we didn't know exactly what we
were voting for, but we thought you must be right," [Laughter]
"so, we voted with you."
times overseas,

and I

'Cause I had spent a lots [sic] of

really had had that--see,

for fifty

years I rambled the world from one end to the other, so I'd
been in most of these countries many times.

So,

I

had a

better feel, really, of what was going on in there than they
could possibly have, because many of them had never even been
overseas, much less having been all over the world many times.
So I had a great advantage in that way, and so consequently,
I would try to move everything in the direction that I thought
where we'd spend our money to get the most return for it in
the mission field.

But it's a big field,

and we haven't

scratched the surface yet, brother, we're a long ways from it
at all.
Wills:

When you went to the

camps

in Palestine--you

talked about that--was that in connection with the church?
You know you went to see [unintelligible ] . .

You said you

saw both sides of the Arab-lsraeli business.

When you talked

to the Arabs and the Israelis was that with a connection with
the church and the missions or .
Brooks: Not,
United Nations.

not necessarily.

?
It was really with the

See, I was involved with them, and they had
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a director over there in charge,
personal friend of mine.

and he was a very close

So he was in charge of UNRRA [United

Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration], they call
it, United Nations Relief, and so I spent a week with him at
one time in visiting over there so I could get a feel of what
it was.
[I)

Now, I had worked . . . we had had a great meeting . .
might

working

on

have somewhere along
the

United

Nations.

the

line mentioned

David

Rockefeller

it,
was

involved, and the Rockefeller brothers--they gave the land to
the United Nations, see .

Old man [Thomas John ] Watson [Sr. ]

who started IBM [International Business Machines], see, he and
his wife, they were intensely interested.

So we spent a week

up there working on the United Nations, trying to get it going
the way we wanted.
Nations.

So I was heavily involved in the United

Well, this fellow, over there in that area, was head

of United
everything.

Nations,

see.

So he spent a

week

showing me

He was a close personal friend as well as a

United Nations friend, working with me, and the problems over
there.

We got plenty of them; you can't make it any worse

than that.

It's real tough.

But, anyway, it gave me a feel

of what the situation actually was, and it was great.
was really a United Nations project that I

So it

was working on

there.
Wills: I get the sense that one of the things you enjoy
doing is to be on the scene, seeing things for yourself.
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Brooks:

Oh,

yeah.

It's fine to read,

nearly as good as being there.

but that's not

Yeah, they used to have a

program on television way back yonder, You Were There, see.
Well,

that's

entirely

Reading is good,

different

from

reading

something.

but nothing like being there .

It's like

sitting in with lots of these presidents, when the decisions
are made.

You sit right there when

that was made.

Well, I

know that it might not be too popular, but when the decision
was made that we were going into Iran, see, I mean, straighten
that thing out--well,

lots of people could argue with that

one--but, anyway, we got it straightened out for a long time.
So you can argue the point but that seemed to be the best
solution at that time, and it's been a whole lot better than
anything we've had since then, I say that.
the

point,

but

after

all

the

results

So you can argue
are

what

you're

interested in in the final wind-up . . . and you make it good
really for the people.

Iran moved up a long ways (sic) during

the Shah (Mohammed Reza Shah Pahlavi].
it into a modern nation.

He was trying to make

Now, (Ayatollah Ruhollah) Khomeini

is trying to carry it back to the eighth century.
to carry it back to the eighth century.

Well, you can't do

that in this kind of world and succeed with it.
blow apart,

but he's tried to do it,

He's trying

It'll finally

take it back to the

eighth century, which is not very good.
Wills:

Well, I think we've covered most of the bases for

our general talk.

What we will do in the next meetings is to
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talk about some specific subjects, and then we'll move on to
try to cover some gaps, but that's about all I have for the
general topics and I appreciate you sharing your thoughts . .

Brooks: Well, you see, I'll be thinking back--there's a
whole lots (sic) of stuff I've missed as you can well know . .

End of Side Two
END OF INTERVIEW
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