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Side One 

Wills: This is Brian Wills . It is September 23 , 1987, 

and I'm in the office of Mr. (David) Dean Rusk, in the Rusk 

Center, located at the University of Georgia. First of all, 

let me thank you for taking your time to talk to me today. 

Rusk : Well, I'm glad to do so . 

Wills : And as you know, our subject is Mr. D. W. [David 

William) Brooks. What I would like to do is begin by asking 

you to describe the circumstances under which you first became 

acquainted with Mr. Brooks. 

Rusk : Well, I don't recall that I actually met him 

personally when I was secretary of state, although I knew 

about him. I really got to know Mr. Brooks after I came to 

the University of Georgia in 1970. But he has been a very 

distinguished man throughout his life. We are all indebted to 

him for his great services . I felt some of the echoes of his 

work when I was secretary of state, particularly on a trip 

which I made to Germany to talk to Chancellor Konrad Adenauer 

about chickens. We were in sort of a chicken war at that 

time . The European community had become rather stiff about 

letting American chickens come into Europe . I remember , for 

example, the French were passing around Europe the idea that 

the hormones which we fed our chickens had a negative affect 

on male fertility. Of course, people are very sensitive to 

that. But, John . . President (John Fitzgerald] Kennedy 
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asked me to make a trip to Germany to talk to Konrad Adenauer 

about the chicken war. I must say when the old chancellor 

learned what I was there to talk about , he was astonished that 

the secretary of state of the United States went all the way 

to Germany to talk to the chancellor about chickens. But that 

visit was inspired by D. W. Brooks, behind the scenes. Both 

D. W. Brooks and I remember that trip very well. 

Wills: And he certainly often talks about it. Did 

President Kennedy say anything to you about his meeting with 

Mr. Brooks that inspired your trip? 

Rusk: No. No. Well, he may have referred to it. But 

President Kennedy was ready for me to undertake that trip, and 

so there wasn't too much discussion of the background. 

Wills: Mr. Brooks, of course, has mentioned it several 

times. When you were assistant secretary for Far Eastern 

affairs, I believe at about the same time Mr. Brooks was on 

the War Mobilization Board, and you mentioned that you hadn't 

met him at that time . You didn't meet him in Washington in 

those early years? 

Rusk: Well, I don't recall that I did, quite frankly, 

yeah. I might have met him incidently, but we didn't sit down 

and do business together. 

Wills: Having a chance to meet Mr. Brooks, especially 

here in the latter years, how would you describe him? If you 

had to describe him in a few words, how would you describe Mr. 

Brooks? 
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Rusk: Well, Mr. Brooks is a broad-gauged man, with a 

great sense of public interest and public service. He's 

dedicated to the University of Georgia. I think he's one of 

the greatest men that Georgia has ever produced, and I've 

always had a very high regard for him. As he's grown older he 

has become quite a raconteur, in telling stories. Sometimes 

you have to wait patiently for him to finish, but that happens 

to old people. But in business and in public service, he's 

been a great asset to this state. 

Wills: Of course, you know, well, 

offices all around the world. Do you 

Gold Kist has got 

feel like that's 

important for--not necessarily when you were secretary of 

state--but is that important for businesses to have a good 

relationship with government officials? Does the fact that a 

business is overseas, does that give you--I don't know how to 

describe it. I guess, with businesses, if they're going to be 

nationalized, they're certainly going to know it right away. 

Rusk: Yeah. Well, one thing that I appreciated about 

Gold Kist is that if they ran into a problem in a foreign 

country, they didn't begin by coming to the state department 

and whining about it. They dealt with it on their own, and 

one appreciated the fact that such businesses as Gold Kist 

managed their own affairs with foreign governments. But Gold 

Kist has been a very important factor in the economic life of 

the South. Its leadership has proved its mettle, time and 
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time again. so I think D. w. Brooks made a great contribution 

in the leadership he gave to Gold Kist. 

Wills: You know he's also active in the Methodist church, 

especially with the mission work in the Methodist church. Did 

he ever talk to you--r know in the Congo, particularly, there 

were a lot of problems with missionaries and so forth--did he 

ever talk with you or write, correspond with you about, say, 

the Congo, or any of those ... ? 

Rusk: I don't recall that he did. The Methodists have a 

great tradition of keeping abreast of problems in the real 

world, in their discussion groups, church meetings. This is 

a tradition that goes right back to John Wesley. I have 

visited many Methodist churches since I came back to Georgia 

in connection with such programs. I respect the Methodist 

church for that. 

Wills: I know you said President Kennedy sent you sort of 

hastily off to Bonn (Germany) to deal with the chicken wars. 

Did he ever refer to Mr. Brooks or Gold Kist in any specific 

way while you were secretary of state? 

Rusk: I don't recall that he did. No. 

Wills: How about President (Lyndon Baines) Johnson? Did 

he. . . ? 

Rusk: No, there was. Now, I might say that I 

delegated economic affairs to others in the state department. 

I had some great colleagues who were experts in economics 

including George [Wildman) Ball and R. Lehman Brothers and 
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Tony [Anthony M.) Solomon who is now president of the New York 

Federal Reserve Bank and so ... it may be that D. w. Brooks 

had more direct dealings with them. 

Wills: I think he did. Especially with Mr. Ball, I 

believe. 

Rusk: Yeah, right. 

Wills: Since you've gotten to know him better, does he 

talk at all about--you know he's been working with President 

[Gerald Rudolph] Ford (Jr.], I think, to put him on the Trade 

Board and President (James Earl) Carter [Jr.] a renewed •.. 

his board membership--does he ever talk with you about any of 

that kind of ... . 

Rusk: No, no. . and I have taken the view that when 

you're out, you're out. I did not try to look over the 

shoulders of my successors on such matters, and my attitude 

was that younger people are corning in, and I would leave such 

matters to them. 

Wills: You know just recently, I think, in the paper they 

put that Mr. Brooks is going to be appointed a visiting 

professor of agriculture. Do you have any thoughts about that 

[laughter)? 

Rusk: He would be a good one . He has vast experience. 

He has a lot to impart to younger people in the classroom. 

I'm delighted that he would play such a role here at the 

University (of Georgia]. 
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Wills: Yeah, I think it's going to be. . . . It ' s like 

you said, he'll enjoy talking so much, I think they'll be able 

to enjoy listening. 

Rusk: Right. Right. 

Wills : In these latter years that you've gotten to know 

him, were you able to develop a fairly good personal 

relationship with him, or could you say anyth i ng a bout him 

personally that might not show up? 

Rusk: Well, I'm pleased and honored to think that he and 

I have become good friends . My association with him here at 

the university has been very rewarding in so many ways . I 

value his friendship very much. 

Wills: Could you describe some of his work with the 

university as member of the Board of Trustees? 

Rusk: No, I can't . 

Wills: I really think that's about all that I have and . 

Rusk: Well, I'm sorry that I'm being very spare in my 

comments because I did not have a close working relationship 

with D. W. Brooks. My relations with him have been somewhat 

at a arms length, but nevertheless, very warm and full of 

satisfaction from my point of view. 

Wills: I think it'd be difficult not to have a warm 

relationship. He's a very fine individual. 

Rusk: Yeah, right. 
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Wills: I just think just for formality--you won ' t want to 

need to put any restrictions. 

Rusk: No, no, no. 

Wills: On what we've said and I also have a form 

which releases this to be able to be used by researchers. 

Rusk: What does the form say? 

Wills: Let me read it to you. Says, "We, Dean Rusk and 

Brian S. Wills, do hereby transfer, set over, and assign to 

the Richard B. Russell Memorial Library, University of 

Georgia, any and all rights that we may have to the interview 

we taped as part of the program of research concerning the 

life and accomplishments of D. W. Brooks, and to any 

manuscripts, transcripts, and copies of the tape that may be 

made thereafter. 

Rusk: All right. Is that all that it says? 

Wills: Yes, sir . 

Rusk: Now where do I sign? 

Wills: Right here. 

Rusk: I'm recovering from a stroke so my handwriting is 

not very legible. Did that come out? 

Wills: I think we might need for you to . . it looks 

like it's a little bit on the side . The ink didn't come out 

very well. 

Rusk: Well, do you have another one of these forms? 

Wills: No, you can go ahead and ... I think that will be 

fine right below. 
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Rusk: Right over it? 

Wills: That will be fine, yes sir. Yeah, I think that 

did it. 

Rusk: All right. 

Wills: All right . Thank you very much ... 

Rusk: Thank you very much . 

Wills: ... And I appreciate you taking your time . 

Rusk: Okay . 

End of Side One 

END OF INTERVIEW 
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