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Brooks:
before I

But anyway,

everything had already been set

was there and I'm not sure I

influence anyway.
too when his

But uh, unfortunately, that was a disaster

( Carter's]

weather that.
them down and.

would have had any

team got over there he ran

into

. that mixed up his helicopters and bogged
. sandstorms and everything else and eight
Of course,

people were killed in the rescue effort.

they

never did get--actually prepare Iran to make the rescue.
knew nothing about the details of that.

In fact,

I

I didn't

know he was planning to do it except that I had an idea that
he was and I was trying to say that I thought he ought to have
a little more patience and work on it a little bit more before
he sent in--tried to send in a rescue squad.

But he had very

hard luck there, and of course if he could've made the rescue,
I

think it would have turned the election around.

Maybe, but I'm not at all sure of that because he still had so
many economic troubles that were wearing him down,

and I

always felt that in the end that people were going to vote the
way they felt like the economic well-being was going to be
taken care of .
Anyway, that was another bad disaster, and it certainly
didn't help him,

and it probably hurt him in the election.

Well, I was of course disappointed because I felt that after
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two years he had had enough experience to do fairly well as
president.

In fact,

[he) was smart and dedicated and a very

conscientious person .

I felt that he was smart enough that

after four years of experience, that he would probably come on
through and work out real well the second four years,
unfortunately, he did not get a chance to do that.
of that,

he is generally now regarded as

a

but

So because

failure

as a

president.
Certainly the press gave him an awful hard time and was
very rabid about his support of Burt [Thomas Bertram) Lance
and some of the other members of his staff.

I knew Burt Lance

well personally and had a very high regard for him.
he was crucified by the press.

I think

In fact, he had the really--

the only real entree of the administration to the business
world.

I always felt that if Burt Lance could have lasted and

had not had to resign, that Burt Lance would have helped him
enough in the business community to where he [Carter) would
have survived.
because

the

But that was just another disaster that he had
press

began

to

work

on

Burt

Lance

with

a

determination to move him out of Washington [D.C.] because if
the press generally which was considered to be quite liberal
and Burt Lance was very conservative.

So they wanted to get

rid of him and did a good working job on him.
So President Carter, of course,
came back to Plains
Atlanta.

[Georgia]

lost the election and

but also had an office

in

While he was President, since I was on the board of
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trustees out at Emory [University) and I was also chairman of
the Committee of One Hundred Laymen for the Candler School of
Theology.

I

thought

interested in Emory.

it was highly desirable

to get him

In fact, after he was elected--before he

took office, through Burt Lance we'd been able to work out a
deal whereby we got Bishop William R. [Ragsdale] Cannon of the
Methodist church to go down to Plains and preach on Sunday.
President Carter carne over to the Methodist church on that
Sunday to listen to Bishop Cannon, and then after the sermon
then we all had lunch together.

Because of that,

President

Carter decided Bishop Cannon was a great person to use in his
inauguration

and

used him to

give

the

invocation

at the

inauguration.
Bishop Cannon had been dean of the School of Theology--at
•
Candler School of Theology at Emory for some fifteen or twenty
years prior to being elected a bishop.

Of course, he was

anxious to get President Carter interested in Emory also.
When we decided to build a

new chapel at Emory,

which we

desperately needed, and named the chapel for Bishop Cannon,
I was finally able to get President Carter to come down to
dedicate the chapel.

He carne down while he was president and

dedicated the chapel, and it was a very fine and wonderful
occasion.

Then after he

[Carter)

was.

went back to

Plains, we gradually got him to work back at Emory and got him
to come into Emory as a part-time professor.

Then when he

decided to set up his Carter Center for Strategic Studies and

4

also his Carter Museum, we were able to tie that into Emory
also and build it close enough to Emory to where we tied it
all into Emory University .

This, of course, has worked out to

be a great thing for President Carter and also,

I

think a

great thing for Emory University because it will keep the eyes
of the world on President Carter and also on Emory University.
So although we had lots of heartaches and mistakes,
President Carter is still extremely active.

He is holding

these meetings . . . and bringing in people from all over the
world,

including

Russians

and

(unintelligible] solve our problems.
eventually bring about a

peace.

making

the

studies

on

We're hopeful that we'll
Well,

I

think we should

congratulate him on the fact that he hadn't just stopped being
president and held it in his hand.

He's moving right ahead

and trying to help build a better world.
full credit for that.

He needs to be given

Because of this effort and the fact

that he has continued to work, I think, will eventually mean
that he will be considered a much better president, a much
greater president than he is at the present time after his
defeat by President [Ronald Wilson] Reagan.
When President Reagan was elected president, I was in the
position that I

had been Agricultural Economic Advisor to

every president from . . . President [Harry S] Truman forward,
which was four
presidents.

Democratic presidents and three Republican

I . . . had had no particular personal connection

with President Reagan.

So I expected nothing from him.

But
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in a

short time after he went in,

I

had letter from him

saying that he would like for me to be a member of his inner
circle.

I have committed lots of sins in my life, but I've

tried never to be a hypocrite.

So consequently, I . . . wrote

him a letter explaining that I had worked for Carter, that I
had tried to get Carter re-elected and that I would feel like
a hypocrite if I joined his inner circle.

He had said in his

letter to me that Henry Ford II and a number of other very
prominent people were going to be members of this inner circle
and that we would be entertained at the White House and so
forth, and so on.
So I wrote him a letter explaining the fact that I did
not feel that I could become a member of the Inner Circle, and
I'm attaching a copy of that letter to this memorandum, which
is self-explanatory.

I was already on the trade board, so I

stayed on, on it for two years after President Reagan came in-to office.
President

I worked with Lebaster Brock who was named by

Reagan

as

the

head

of

the

trade

board.

My

relationship there was good, but on the other hand, in view of
the fact that I had not supported President Reagan,

and in

fact had worked hard to get President Carter re-elected, and
had advised President Reagan that I could not work with him in
the inner circle deal, I realized that the White House would
not go along with any reappointment of me to the trade board.
So consequently, after two years of serving on the board after
President Reagan went in, my term expired and I was notified
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that the White House did not feel that they should reappoint
me under the conditions that I had set forth in my letter,
apparently, to them.

So consequently, I retired off the trade

board.
Fortunately,
administration.

I

knew

nearly

all

the

people

in

his

I did have a chance to work with them right

on through, including the secretaries of agriculture, the head
of

the

trade

board,

and

all

the

other

people that

strategic people as far as economics were concerned.

were

Although

I was never officially appointed by President Reagan to any
official position, I did still have a very close relationship
to many parts of his administration.

Then when I

had my

eighty fifth anniversary, somebody passed the word on to him
and he was on his ranch out in California, and he wrote me a
very fine personal letter about my eighty fifth anniversary,
which, of course, I appreciated.
Since I have not worked closely with h i m, I do not have
any

particular

administration.

comments

that's

worthwhile

concerning

his

He is probably the best communicator that

we've had since [Franklin Del ano] Roosevelt.

His training in

Hollywood [ California] of course, has been great.

But I have

been greatly concerned about some of his economic positions.
For example, the two hundred billion do l lars a year deficit,
to me, could finally be a disaster to this country .
[be],

Used to

you have that if you ran the deficit we owed it to

ourselves in this country,

and therefore it didn't matter.
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But in this case, sixty percent of all the financing of this
tremendous deficit is being financed by people from overseas,
principally people from Japan.

They are gradually owning the

country.
When President Reagan went in , we owed about a trillion
dollars, and we now owe two trillion and by the time he leaves
we'll probably owe three trillion.

I think that is too much

of a burden for the future generations to bear, and I think
that we are going to have serious economic troubles with it
before we finally get that problem solved.

So in many ways,

you give him the credit for lots of things he's done.
that's

been

good,

but

I

have

great

tremendous deficit which he has created.

concerns

about

the

In fact--maybe twice

as much deficit of all, as all the other presidents that we've
ever had in the history of this country combined.

I can't . .

. as an economist I can't see that this is going to be very
helpful down the road.

In fact, it could be almost disaster.
End of Side One
END OF INTERVIEW

